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Annual General Meetings are a time to reflect on the year past and to
look ahead and plan for the coming year. The U3A Hawthorn Annual
General Meeting marked a time of change with the retirement of three
long serving members of the Committee: the President Irving Miller,
Secretary Bruce Lancashire and Chair of the Program Planning Committee
Ron Box.

Irving Miller became a member of U3A Hawthorn in 2011 and joined

the Management Committee in 2013. In 2019 he took over the role

of President from Peter Hardham. Irving provided stable and strong
leadership through the difficult and uncertain years of COVID and has led
the organisation back to growth and confidence. His belief in the mission
and value of U3A Hawthorn has guided the organisation and he has
encouraged the involvement of members as volunteers and in succession
planning.

In his personal farewell speech, Irving said that his time as President was
one of the best experiences of his life. Irving’s formal report as President
in the 2024/2025 year appears later in this newsletter.

We wish him well as he steps down as President and look forward to his
continuing involvement in courses and hopefully his very popular law
courses.

Bruce Lancashire joined U3A Hawthorn to play in the orchestra in 2005
and quickly became involved in website development and joined the
Management Committee in 2008. He took on the role of Secretary in
2010 when Peter Anderson retired. Bruce will continue to be involved as
Webmaster and Systems Manager but looks forward to having more time
to enjoy other interests.

Ron Box joined U3A Hawthorn in 2018 and the Management Committee
in 2020. He was Chair of the Program Planning Committee from 2021 to
2025. The Program Planning Committee is responsible for all the courses
and activities offered.

The Annual General Meeting also included a motion to make changes to
the Rules of Association which were last amended in 2014. The proposed
changes had been circulated to all members a month prior to the AGM.
The proposed changes were approved at the AGM and have now been
submitted to Consumer Affairs Victoria.

The AGM was attended by 51 financial members and 6 guests. Members
will be pleased to hear that the Annual Membership Subscription will
remain at S60 per person for the 2026 calendar year.
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CELEBRATING 40 YEARS OF U3A HAWTHORN

The impetus for the creation of U3A Hawthorn was a
meeting held at the Hawthorn Library on 13 November
1984 and the first classes were held in early 1985.

The remarkable story of U3A Hawthorn over the

40 year period has been captured beautifully by Dr
John Carmichael in the book Season of Harvest: U3A
Hawthorn 1984 - 2024.

When the Management Committee was considering
how to recognise and celebrate this milestone, it was
suggested that we should write the history so that the
experiences of the earlier members would be captured.

John and his wife Lynne, both academics, volunteered
to research and write the history, but they were very
much limited by time as the decision was not taken
until October 2024, for the book to be available at
the AGM. They worked very hard over the months
researching the evolution of the U3A model and the
development of U3A Hawthorn and the people who
undertook the volunteer leadership, whether on
committees or as tutors or receptionists and general
helpers. All played important roles.

The book was collected from the printers on the eve
of the AGM and was launched after the AGM by our
local Councillor and Deputy Mayor Victor Franco.
This was very fitting as the Boroondara Council (and
the Hawthorn Council before that) has been a great
support to the organisation.
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Following the launch John Carmichael spoke briefly
about the book and his hope that it will help the
leaders of the organisation to reflect on the history as
they plan for the future. He also hopes that it will be a
springboard to encourage current members to gather
recollections and stories from fellow members so these
rich experiences are not lost and that as the 50 year
celebration approaches this history can be expanded
and enhanced.

Denise Soutar spoke with four members, representing
the decades of U3A Hawthorn, asking them what

role the organisation has played in their lives. Each
had different stories to tell but there was agreement
that engagement with others, the development of
friendships and involvement with life-long learning
were key factors.

The afternoon concluded with a Toast to U3A
Hawthorn and refreshments.

Above: John Carmichael and Denise Soutar.
Left: Victor Franco and Denise Soutar.
Below: The panel of members:

L-R: Steve Phillips, Moira Brown, John Crack, Judith
Chipman and Denise Soutar.




SOME REMINDERS

Please wear you name badge to classes.
If you do not have a badge please visit
Reception and they will print one for you.
You do not need a new badge each year

If you are absent from courses, especially
those with waitlists, for more than TWO
consecutive sessions without an apology,
you may be removed from the course to
allow waitlisted people to attend.

You can record an apology directly with
the tutor, online on the Membership
System or by contacting Reception.

If you do not know how to use the
Membership System visit Reception and
the Receptionist can show you.

We seem to be accumulating a lot of
advertisements and promotions around
campus. Saturation advertising is often
counterproductive.

U3A Hawthorn courses can be advertised
on the noticeboards in the Foyer and in
the Hall.

Promotion of external activities must be
given to Reception and will be pinned on
the Community noticeboard in the Foyer
and in the Hall.

Please do not pin or stick fliers to walls or
glass - fliers may only be pinned on the
noticeboards.

Copies of the book are available for
purchase at Reception - S22 per copy.

The book will also be placed on the U3A
Hawthorn website as an ePub, available for
anyone to read, in early June.

BOOK EXCHANGE
ke

For those new to U3A Hawthorn, the Book Exchange is held
in the foyer in the third week of each month from Monday
to Friday during office hours and we are always pleased to
see people gathering around the table during Book Exchange
week.

Often during chats with friends and family they mention
their Kindle or other eBook reader. E-books are great when
you don’t have a book on hand, are unable to visit the library
or are travelling, but to me there is something very special
about the feel of a book and | am sure many of you agree. As
we now have lots of stock you do not need to bring a book
to take one (or more).

Donations of good quality items are always welcome, please
leave them in the donation tub under the table when the
Book Exchange is open.

If anyone is interested in joining our team, please leave your
name at reception and | will contact you.

Happy reading.

&

-
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PRENMDENT’S ANNUAL REPORT 2024/2025

It gives me great pleasure to present the President’s
Annual Report for U3A Hawthorn for 2024-25.
Historically the Annual Report reviews the major
events that happened over 12 months. As our U3A
Hawthorn year runs from May 2024 to May 2025, this
report covers that period.

With over 250 courses, lectures, presentations and
activities; it is not possible to review every event that
occurs in our U3A Hawthorn year. So here are some of
the highlights.

OVERVIEW

It has been a very successful year for our organisation.
It has been, in my opinion, a year of consolidation,
curriculum, concerts and community. Since the end

of the COVID 19 pandemic, and particularly in the
past 12 months, we have seen a significant increase in
members rejoining our organisation, and many new
members joining too. This is a very positive outcome.

As a result, numbers are increasing steadily as this

year progresses. Currently we have reached 1700
members, significantly greater than at the same time
last year. Accordingly, we have been able to consolidate
our membership, bolster our curriculum, conduct
numerous classes, and proceed with our musical
programs and concerts. We have also enjoyed a large
number of excursions, the Book Exchange and many
social and other gatherings.

We have achieved a great deal this past 12 months.
This has only been possible by the hard work of our
dedicated team of volunteers who serve in every
aspect of the organisation. In this report | want to
acknowledge and thank some of them for their many
and selfless contributions.

SUMMER SCHOOL 2025

2025 started with another highly successful Summer
School which ran for two weeks in January. Summer
School participants had the privilege of listening to

a diverse and stimulating range of speakers. Other
members played “mind games” such as bridge and
mahjong, in a positive social atmosphere. There was a
real buzz around the campus throughout that fortnight.
The attendance rate was very high, with some
presentations filling the Hall, whilst many other classes
attracted audiences of 50 members and more. It was
an outstanding program and special to U3A Hawthorn.

We thank each and every presenter; their contributions
were invaluable, their time and effort most generous.
Summer School only happens as a result of the
dedication, time and great organisational skills of our
organising Committee.

| want to acknowledge and thank Belinda Breheny
[Chair], Julie Angus-Kiddle, Elizabeth Fitzgerald,
Judy Hamann, Susan Heath, Roger Seddon and Pam
Welsford for their magnificent work.

TUTORS, CONVENORS & VOLUNTEERS

| am pleased to report that we have over 150 tutors
and conveners many of whom are new to the role in
2024-25. We trust you enjoy your time at Hawthorn,

| am sure we have a great deal to learn from each of
you. Currently we have over 250 courses and activities
on offer to our many members for 2025. No doubt as
the year progresses new courses and new tutors will
add to our ever- expanding program. Special thanks
to Carol Lancashire, our Course Co-ordinator, for her
outstanding work, and endless time spent in organising
both the 2024 and 20245 curriculums.

On 30 January 2025 we held our tutors, convenors and
volunteers’ lunch and briefing at the Kooyong Tennis
Club. Meticulous planning by Carol, Stefanie Sowerby
and others, guaranteed a successful outcome. About
160 guests attended in the splendid setting at Kooyong,
and in a very positive atmosphere. In my opinion the
event was an outstanding opportunity for our many
tutors, convenors and volunteers to get together,
exchange ideas and receive a detailed briefing on U3A
Hawthorn operational matters for 2025. The venue
was perfect as it enabled Carol to provide a PowerPoint
presentation which gave attendees lots of useful
information.

Each year at the luncheon we recognise tutors,
convenors and volunteers who have volunteered for
10 consecutive years and are continuing into their
eleventh year. They are awarded a certificate to mark
the occasion. This year the recipients were:

Gary Faul [Art Tutor], Elizabeth Fitzgerald [Excursion
Committee], Pennie Kendall [Mindfulness & Politics
and Current Affairs], Julianne Lewis [Excursions
Committee and Book Group Convenor], Julie
McNaughton [Catering Manager] and Christine Moss
[Reception].

Congratulations to each of the above long-standing
tutors and volunteers.

NEW MEMBERS

On 6 February 2025 we held a new members morning
tea at our Sinclair Avenue Campus. It was a great
success with about 80 new U3A Hawthorn members
attending. Each had a chance to meet and greet other
new members, as well as the Management Committee
and members from our Program Planning Committee.
Last year we brought this function forward in our
calendar, which meant that many more new members
attended than in previous years. The morning tea was
of high quality, and our thanks go to Stefanie Sowerby,
Vice President, and her catering team for their
contribution. The feedback from the new members was
very positive, with many saying how welcome they
felt, as they looked ahead to a year of new activities in
their lives.

This function is now a permanent fixture in our
calendar before each academic year begins.



MUSICAL PROGRAM

The Orchestra, Choir and the Saturday Matinee
programs have gone from strength to strength. Each
group held concerts in 2024 which were well attended
by enthusiastic and large audiences.

We thank each of the musicians, artists and singers

for their wonderful performances. And a special thank
you to Orchestra Concertmaster, Jaynee Russell-
Clarke, conductors David Keeffe and Marie-Louise
Wright, Choir Directors Julie Lancashire and Roger
Creed for their leadership of our Orchestra and Choir
respectively. Your contributions to our musical program
are priceless.

2025 finds the Gateway Singers with a new Choir
Director and Accompanist. Roger Creed has taken
over as Choir Director, after Julie Lancashire relocated
to country Victoria, and Julie Argyle-Cross is the new
pianist.

Our guitar and recorder groups continue to rehearse
and play at Saturday Matinees and at BBQs when the
opportunities present themselves. At our end of year
BBQ on 29 November 2024 the guitar group provided
the entertainment and Omega Pott, a member of our
U3A Hawthorn Orchestra, played her violin to the
delight of all attendees.

EXCURSIONS AND BOOK EXCHANGE

During the year our excursion program continued. This
is a very popular and well patronised activity which
sees our members visit the wider community and do so
in an engaging social and positive atmosphere, as well
as experiencing educational outcomes. Thanks to the
whole Excursion team, led by Joan Harding [2024] and
by Jennifer Dickson [2025].

The Book Exchange continues to flourish, and many
members take the opportunity to add to their personal
libraries by picking up a free book. Julie Angus-Kiddle
and her team are responsible for this successful activity
and we warmly thank them for their dedicated work.

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY

Following a very successful IWD event in 2024, the
Creative Women series, convened by Noela Miller
hosted this important occasion on Thursday 6 March
2025 with guest speakers Sapphire Parsons and Ella
Melican from the Gender and Equality Council [Vic]
making a joint presentation Michelle Blanchard from
Vanish talking about past adoption practices and
reuniting families.

IWD seeks to recognise women’s achievements and
work towards gender equality. U3A Hawthorn is proud
to support this event and thanks all who contributed to
the success of the day.

THE DEREK READMAN LECTURE SERIES

This group of lectures continues to attract leading
experts in their chosen fields to U3A Hawthorn to
speak about important current issues. The lectures
normally occur 3-4 times each year and are always
most informative and very well attended.

On behalf of all members, | thank the Readman
Committee, led by Judy Hamann in 2024 and by Annie
Coleman in 2025, for their work on this part of our
program.

DROP-IN-CAFE

This relatively new initiative sees many regulars and
some newbies attend our happy band of morning tea/
coffee devotees who meet every 3" Saturday morning
at our Sinclair Avenue Campus, organised by Julie
Houghton and Christine Henry. It’s another great
opportunity for our U3A Hawthorn community to meet
and get to know each other, and to bring neighbours
and friends. All at no cost.

COMMUNITY RELATIONSHIPS

We gratefully acknowledge the support of the
Boroondara Council for our wonderful campus, and
for our community-based lease access to venues such
as the Parkview Room at the Camberwell Library, and
the new Lewin Reserve Pavilion. The team at Active
Ageing Services with whom we often engage and
liaise, together with Facilities Management, deserve
our special gratitude for their support, availability,
assistance and ease of dealing with the issues we raise
with them.

| wish to also acknowledge and thank our local
Ward Councillor, Victor Franco for his support and
encouragement during the past year.

We continue to maintain an excellent relationship with
Swinburne University of Technology. | am delighted to
report that its Vice Chancellor and President, Professor
Pascale Quester, continues to act as our Patron. We
look forward to continuing our positive relationship
with the University.

VOLUNTEERING BY MEMBERS

No annual report could be tabled without
acknowledging the outstanding contributions made by
our many volunteers, including receptionists, database
and AV support, gardening group and catering group.
And then there are the tutors, conveners, committee
members, and many others, each of whom so
generously give of themselves for the benefit of us all.

The success of U3A Hawthorn is based primarily on
the shared values and significant contribution of
these many members who so freely give their time,
skill, expertise and knowledge in the running of our
organisation.

RETIRING TUTORS AND CONVENORS

At the end of 2024 several members of year-long
courses retired after years of voluntary service. Some
of these tutors/convenors/volunteers served the
organisation for more than a decade.

We thank them for their time, expertise and
contributions over those many years. They are:

Cesare Volpato - Italian tutor, 1998-2024.

Joan Harding - Chair, Excursions Committee, 2007 —
2024.

Naomi Aitchison - Creative Movement tutor, 2003-24.



Sam Alfreds - Magic of Opera tutor 11 years.

Harvey Sowerby - Campus Manager, 2014-2024.
Julie McNaughton - Catering Manager for more than
15 years.

The December Newsletter had an extensive profile
on each of these retirees. We wish them well in their
retirement and look forward to seeing them around
campus for many years to come.

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE PERSONNEL

Since last year’s AGM there have been some changes
to the Management Committee. Peter Rapinet and
Judy Park joined the Management Committee during
the year filling vacancies.

| am confident that they will each make a significant
contribution to the running of our U3A. Three
longstanding members of the Management Committee
are retiring at the forthcoming AGM.

Every organisation needs renewal from time to time.
This is that time. Ron Box [Chair of the PPC for the past
5 years], Bruce Lancashire [Honorary Life Member]
U3A Hawthorn Secretary since 2010, and myself are
retiring.

On behalf of ALL members of U3A Hawthorn, |
thank Ron and Bruce for their outstanding service as
volunteers to the organisation.

THANK YOU TO KEY VOLUNTEERS

The running of U3A Hawthorn involves a huge
workload, endless hours of dedicated work in

a complex and challenging environment. It can
only be undertaken successfully with the support,
encouragement and passion of some very special
members.

| would like to acknowledge some of the leading
contributors to our U3A during the past 12 months:

Stefanie Sowerby: Vice President, MC member,
Readman committee and catering.

Bruce Lancashire: Secretary, MC member, UMAS, U3A
Network, A/V support and Webmaster.

Ellen Stoddart: Treasurer, MC member, Book Exchange
and Reception.

Carol Lancashire: Course Co-Ordinator, MC member,
PPC member, Newsletter editor and tutor.

David Bennett: MC member, Minutes Secretary, Choir
liaison and Tutor.

Ron Box: MC member and PPC Chairman.

SUMMER SCHOOL

Planning for Summer School 2026 has begun.
We are working hard to provide a broad range of
presentations so that there will be something for
everyone.

We have recruited new members to the team who
bring a depth of experience and skill.

Belinda Breheny, Chair Summer School Committee

Sue Waller: MC member and Reception/Office
Manager.

Denise Soutar: MC member.

Gary Adler: MC member, Grants Manager.

Judy Park: Volunteering Co-Ordinator and MC member.
Peter Rapinet: MC member.

Toni Nigro: Membership Co-ordinator.

Harvey Sowerby: Campus Manager.

Nigel Hannam: External Venues, Office Manager and
Reception.

Joan Harding: Excursions Committee Convenor [2024].
Jennifer Dickson: Excursions Committee Convenor
[2025].

Julie McNaughton: Catering [2024].

Julie Angus-Kiddle: Book Exchange Chair, Summer
School Committee and Archives.

Belinda Breheny: Summer School Committee, Chair.
Judy McPherson: Gardening Group Convenor 2024.
Judy Hamann: Readman Committee, Chair (2024).
Annie Coleman: Readman Committee Chair 2025.
Ruth Muir: Saturday Matinees organiser (2024).

Clem Gruen: Saturday Matinee Committee chair 2025.
Many of those mentioned above have committees
which work with them. The work of these sub-
committees is invaluable. Without their contribution
our organisation would simply not function. Thank you

to all members who have contributed to the running of
our U3A in the past year.

Finally, | would like to thank ALL members of U3A
Hawthorn for the opportunity of serving as President
these past 12 months. It has been an honour and
privilege to do so. | wish the new Management
Committee every success, and may your period of

office be productive, rewarding and peaceful.

Irving Miller, President U3A Hawthorn
1 May 2025.

In her acceptance speech at the AGM the new
President, Stefanie Sowerby, said:

“Firstly I would like to thank Irving who has led our
organisation for the past five years with great success.
He has helped to make it the wonderful institution it
is today and we can all be very grateful to him for the
time and effort he has put in. Being President is not
always an easy role to fill.

“I wish him a happy retirement, as we all do, and trust
he will continue to keep in touch and give me sage
advice when required.

“I shall endeavour to continue his legacy in my own
way, by collaborating with my fellow committee
members and ensuring we continue to make our
campus the success it has been for 40 years. It is a
home away from home for many members so | am

continually told.

“I wish you all a happy and inspiring year ahead and |
look forward to being involved with every aspect of our
beloved organisation.”



AROUND (CAMPUS

CREATIVE WOMEN SERIES

Noela Miller has taken on the role of convenor of

the Creative Women series after Ruth Scharley had
organised the series since 2022. The series has monthly
speakers or activities on the first Thursday afternoon of
each month.

So far this year International Women'’s Day in March
saw Michelle Blanchard from Vanish speak about past
adoption practices and family separations

Sapphire Parsons and Ella Melican from Australian
Gender and Equity Council spoke about discrimination
of women in domestic situations or the workplace and
the work the Council is doing to lobby for legislative
changes to outlaw the intimidatory practices.

April saw a presentation by Emeritis Professor Deborah
Griffith about Georgiana McCrea (1804-1890), an early
settler, artist and diarist who lived in the National Trust
homestead at McCrae.

In May Emeritis Professor Gillian Triggs AC gave an
outstanding presentation about her life, the turning
points and challenges she faced.

Don’t miss out on future Creative Women sessions
where we have a chance to hear about the work and
life experiences of women in our society.

Other single session presentation are provided as part
of the Armchair Travel Series on the 4th Thursday of
each month, the Health Series on the 2nd Thursday
and general topics on the 3rd Thursday, all starting at

2pm in the Hall.

Below: Some of the U3A Hawthorn Receptionists.




Centre Left: Wednesday
Photography Group
enjoying morning tea.

Above: Marvellous
Melbourne Walk:
Moonee Ponds in April.

Left: Marvellous
Melbourne Walk:
Newport Lakes in May.




New offerings have included three courses by Mina
Shafer, including “Unleash your creativity” (Above).

David Bruce has introduced a “Scrabble” group (Right)
which meets monthly. Angie Szmorag is offering a
weekly “Canasta” class and would be delighted to have
more people join.

Right: Excursion to the Fire Services Museum in May.

Below: Easter Drop-in Cafe. While many people were
away at Easter, some of us stayed in Melbourne, so it
was decided to offer a special Easter Drop In Cafe on
Easter Saturday morning and it was a great success.
More than a dozen people dropped in for a cuppa,
cake, and chocolate eggs! It is always great to see our
regulars and it was also wonderful to meet several new
people, as well as welcome Helen back. This is a very
friendly group so feel free to join us between 10 am
and 12 noon on the 3rd Saturday of the month at the
Sinclair Ave campus. A warm welcome, good coffee or
tea and cake, and good company is always on offer!

In 2025 we are delighted to welcome back some tutors
after a break. Laurance Splitter returns with “Still more
Philosophy”(Left) and Pat Bingham is again leading the
very popular “Bird Watching Walks” (Above).




DEREK READMAN SERIES

Thanks to our first speaker, Patrick Lawrence CEO at First Step - a
not-for-profit organisation which assists people in crisis. His delivery
prompted some personal feedback, conversations and questions which
were of interest to the audience on the day. As a special treat Patrick
played Clair de lune on the piano for us.

A personal thanks to Bob, Stefanie, Pennie and Geoff for their
assistance with my first presentation. Very much appreciated.

The next speaker is Brian Walsh who will deliver his talk on 17 Jul 2025.
Brian is the creative producer and director of Kailash Studios.

Annie Coleman, Convenor

3 HAWTHORN

25READO2 Derek Readman Lecture

Presenter: Brian Walsh

Topic: This presentation will explore the relationship
between men’s capacity for self-expression and the
incidence of domestic violence.

Thursday 17 July 2025, 2pm, Hall

We are delighted to welcome Brian Walsh, a psychologist in
private practice for over 30 years, with a particular interest in
surveying the landscape of men’s emotionality.

Brian has conducted long term therapy with a ‘somatic’
emphasis on fusing body and mind.

Since the early 2000s, in support of his work, Brian has created
documentary films exploring significant issues in the pantheon
of Men’s emotional expression including a trilogy: Men &
Crying; Men & Anger; and Men & Love.

He has been featured on TV and Radio and is currently
examining the nature of ‘addiction’ in his latest documentary
Heroin:Addictionary.

All of his documentaries are free; available at ‘YouTube/Kailash
Studios/Brian Walsh’ and at_kailashstudios.com.

Brian is married to Meredith Fuller OAM, also a psychologist,
and they live in Caulfield Nth. with their Rottweiler dog ‘Atticus’.

The Derek Readman lectures are designed to bring leading experts in their field
to U3A Hawthorn to speak about important current issues. Normally there will be
3-4 lectures per year. The lectures are open to all members, subject to hall capacity,
and conclude with refreshments.

Please enrol in this lecture (25READO02)
on the membership website
u3ahawthorn.org.au/members or register at Reception.
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MUSIC NOTES

SATURDAY MATINEE

Raymond & Friends presented “The Joys of Singing” at the first Saturday
Matinee of 2025 on 3rd May. In spite of “competition” from the Federal
Election, the Hall was comfortably full with approximately 70 in attendance.

Accompanied by two guitarists and with two dancers, Raymond sang many
familiar songs with great panache.

Refreshments concluded a most enjoyable session, with audience and
presenters alike departing in a happy frame of mind.

Clem Gruen (Convenor)

GATEWAY SINGERS

Our choir will be performing their winter concert at St
John's Church, Burke Road, Camberwell on Saturday
28th June at 2.30pm. They have been busy enjoying
practising an all new program of songs.

Tickets are available at the door on the day - $10.00.
Unfortunately afternoon tea will not be offered after
the concert this time.

Below: the Gateway Singers rehearsing at the Parkview
Room.




Music has been a major part of our activities over
almost all of the 40 years of U3A Hawthorn'’s existence,
with its performing groups - the Orchestra, the
Gateway Singers choir, Acoustic Guitar Group and
Recorder Group - having long histories and still growing
in popularity each year.

In addition, there have been many music-related
formal courses over the years, with current offerings
including Jenny Hall’s music theory classes, Roger
Creed’s lecture series on classical music and
composers, Layton Moss’ popular Jazz for Enjoyment
sessions and John Wallace’s soon-to-start Great Rock
and Pop Music Videos program. In recent years, the
Saturday Matinee series, in our campus hall, has
delighted our members and their families and friends.

On 3rd May, an audience of around 70 thoroughly
enjoyed this year’s first Saturday Matinee, Joy of
Singing, led by tenor Raymond Wong and featuring
guitar playing, singing and dancing by a group of
Raymond’s musical colleagues.

Saturday Matinees arranged for later in the year
include the Oakleigh Brass Band, which has performed
for us in previous years to the enthusiastic appreciation
of their audiences.

Sunday 18 May, saw the Orchestra’s very successful
first concert of 2025, Legends and Landscapes, at the
James Tatoulis Auditorium, Methodist Ladies College,
Kew, with David Keeffe conducting Coleridge-Taylor’s
Overture to The Song of Hiawatha, Mozart’s Oboe
Concerto K314, arranged for soprano saxophone -
superbly played by soloist Jason Xanthoudakis - and
Dvorak’s Symphony in D major Op.60.

On Tuesday, 10th June, John Wallace will commence
his course Great Rock and Pop Music Videos, which
promises knowledge and enjoyable entertainment to
everyone with a interest in these music genres; if that
description fits you, John would be delighted to receive
your enrolment.

Below: The orchestra at rehearsal in St Mark’s Church
Hall, Canterbury.

On Saturday 28 June, the Gateway Singers will present
their mid-year concert, from 2.30pm, at St John’s
Anglican Church, 552 Burke Road Camberwell. The
choir has enjoyed working towards this performance
under its new Director, Roger Creed, and new
accompanist, Julie Argyle-Cross, and will present

a program including songs from the musical South
Pacific, a medley of Scottish songs and a variety of
other choral favourites.

This year, the Acoustic Guitar group, led by Peter
Rogers, ably assisted by several members who are also
very expert guitarists, has its largest membership ever
- 24 - all of whom are loving their Thursday afternoon
playing/singing sessions. Likewise, our Recorder group,
under Jim Bland, is flourishing, to the great enjoyment
of all its members.

All in all, 2025 sees the music scene in U3A Hawthorn
retain its position as a strong and most enjoyed
component of our organisation’s offerings.

David Bennett

COMING MUSIC EVENTS

Sat 28 June Gateway Singers Concert
2.30pm, St John’s Camberwell
$10 entry at the door

Sat 26 July 25MAT002 Saturday Matinee,

2.30pm, Hall
Oakleigh Brass Band

Sat 23 August 25MAT003 Saturday Matinee,
2.30pm, Hall
Brian Luo (piano)

Sat 30 August U3A Orchestra Concert, 2.30pm
St John’s Church Camberwell
$10 entry at the door

Members are encouraged to bring family and friends
to these musical events.




EXCURSIONS WINTER 2025

BOOKING POLICY
Enrolment in Excusions is done in the same way as enrolling in all other courses. You are encouraged to enrol online

using the Membership system u3ahawthorn.org.au/members or by visiting Reception.

Telephone or email enrolments are not accepted.

Excursions are for Members of U3A Hawthorn only.
All excursion fees are payable at the time of enrolment, either online or at Reception.

Bookings close 7 days prior to tour departure date.

Please wear your U3A badge for identification

CANCELLATION POLICY
For cancellations made 14 days or less prior to the scheduled departure, no refund will be made.

25EXC004: VISIT THE MOORABBIN AIR MUSEUM, MOORABBIN AIRPORT CONVENOR: CAROLYN VAUGHAN

Date: Wednesday 25 June
Time: 10.45 am
Meet: Moorabbin Air Museum Office/Reception
12 First Street, Moorabbin Airport
Transport: Free parking in the Museum carpark. Frankston line train to Cheltenham Station then bus #828 in the

direction of Berwick to the Airport Centre, Dandenong Road. Approximately 20 minute walk to the Air
Museum. Allow 1.5 hours by public transport
Cost: $10 payable on enrolment.
Limit: 25 people
Description: Founded in 1962, the Moorabbin Air Museum has the most complete and important collection of
Australian made aircraft, engines and artefacts in Australia. You will have the opportunity to sit inside cockpits of
various aircraft, from fighter jets, naval aircraft, army and police helicopters, to commercial airliners.
Café/Restaurants: (own cost) The option of motorcycle museum and café or The Flight Deck bar and grill overlooking
the airport runway. Both are only a few minutes walking or driving distance from the Museum

25EXC005 DANDENONG MARKET STREET FOOD TOUR CONVENOR: JENNIFER DICKSON

Date: Friday 18 July FULL

Time: 10.15 for a 10.30 start

Meet: Dandenong Market Management Office, 40 Cleeland Street, Dandenong

Transport: There is metered parking at the market, with a 2 hour limit. 3 hour parking is also available across the
road from the Market on Clow Street.

Cost: $25 - Pay on enrolment

Limit: 13 people

Description:  Go behind the scenes with local chef and guide Tim Hollands, and discover the stories behind
Dandenong Market’s 200+ passionate traders. Each 90-minute experience offers a unique gastronomic journey, with
insights and samples that change with every tour. More than just a food tour —it’s a celebration of Melbourne’s rich

multicultural heritage!

25EXC007 TOUR OF 3 MBS RADIO STATION AND ANAM CONCERT CONVENOR: ELIZABETH FITZGERALD

Date: Thursday 11 September 2025

Time: 12.45 pm

Meet: Outside 3MBS Studio, at 1 St Heliers Street, Abbotsford

Transport: There is on site metered car parking. Very limited and restricted parking in nearby streets.
Cost: $40 - Pay on enrolment

Limit: 11 people

Description: Join a private tour of 3MBS, Fine Music Melbourne, 103.5 conducted by one of the voluntary
presenters of the radio station. Before or afterwards, explore the extensive grounds of the Abbotsford Convent and
treat yourself to a coffee or a meal. Following our tour and a break, attend the Australian National Academy of Music
(ANAM) special concert at 3.00pm in the magnificent Good Shepherd Chapel. The concert is: ‘Beethoven’s World:
Headstrong Apprentice’, which showcases Beethoven’s earlier works. (Duration 1hr 15 mins — no interval)
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CURRICULUM UPDAIE - JUNE 2025

These courses have been added since the publication of the March Curriculum Update and have some spaces. Details

of each course can be viewed on the Membership website u3ahawthorn.org.au/members.

25ART007

25ARTS47

25ARTS48

25COMO015

25COMO016

25COMO017

25COMO018

25COMO019

25GAMO002

25HEAO015

25HEAOQ16

25HEA017

25HEA018

25HEA019

25HUMO022

25LANG64

25LIT017

25MAT002

25MAT003

250UT024

255CI003

25TRA005

25TRAO06

Mix Media Collage Magic Tutor: Mina Shafer

1&3 from Monday 19 May, 2pm, South Room

4th Monday Movie Group
4th Monday, 10.30am, Palace Cinemas Balwyn

Weekly Movies at Sinclair Avenue Convenors: Allan Walker & Shane O’Halloran
Weekly from Friday 2 May, 1.30pm, West Room
The movies to be shown will be listed on the membership website as they are selected.

Convenor: Greg Scott

Android Phones: some basics 10 June Tutor: Ticia Hamond
Single session, 1.30pm Tuesday 10 June, South Room

Android Phones: some basics 17 June Tutor: Ticia Hamond
Single session, 1.30pm Tuesday 17 June, South Room

Android Phones: some basics 24 June Tutor: Ticia Hamond
Single session, 1.30pm Tuesday 24 June, South Room

Android Phones: some basics 1 July Tutor: Ticia Hamond

Single session, 1.30pm Tuesday 1 July, South Room

Making friends with your iPhone Tutor: Lyn Young
Weekly (3 sessions) from Tuesday 17 June, 11.30am, South Room

Play Classic Canasta Convenor: Angie Szmorag
Weekly sessions, Wednesday 1.30pm, Lewin Reserve Pavilion

Health Series: Oral health for seniors Presenter: Dr Harry Margret

Single session Thursday 31 July, 2pm, Hall

Health Series: What could this knee/back pain be? How can | treat it?
Presenter: Simon Ashton Single session Thursday 14 August, 2pm, Hall

Health Series: Active transport and health Presenter: Dr John Merory

Single session Thursday 11 September, 2pm, Hall

Health Series: Weathering the Cytokine storm Presenter: Dr Sophia Davidson

Single session Thursday 12 June, 2pm, Hall

Health Series: Autoimmune & chronic illness Presenter: Prof Rachel Richardson

Single session Thursday 10 July, 2pm, Hall

Football in the 1950s, 1960s and 1970s Tutor: lan King
Weekly from Tuesday 12 August (3 sessions), 1.30pm, Hall

Reading Latin: Virgil’s Aeneid IV Tutor: Dr John Tuckfield
Weekly from Thursday 1 May, 1.30pm, North Room

The Sonnet: Shakespeare, et al. Tutor: Ken Wheat
Weekly (4 sessions) from Wednesday 27 August, 11.30am, South Room

Saturday Matinee - Members of the Oakleigh Brass Band
Saturday 26 July, 2.30 pm, Hall

Saturday Matinee - Brian Luo, piano
Saturday 23 August, 2.30pm, Hall

Fun and Exercise with Bocce (Term 3) Tutor: Sonya Velo
Weekly (6 sessions) from Monday 21 July, 10.15am, Veneto Club Bulleen

The Natural Boroondara Environment Tutor: Peter Bennet

Two sessions from Tuesday 2 September, 11.30am, Hall

Armchair Travel : Greenland Presenter: Tim Gillespie

Single session, Thursday 26 June, 2pm, Hall

Armchair Travel : Wild Chile
Single session, Thursday 24 July, 2pm, Hall

Presenter: Judy McPherson
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