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The 2025 Handbook, with the Curriculum
and general information about U3A
Hawthorn, is NOW available online and
for collection at Reception.

The Summer School program is included
in this Newsletter and can also be viewed
on the Membership system.

Details about how to enrol and pay your
membership subscription of $60 for the
2025 calendar year are provided on
Page 5 of this newsletter.

Please make sure you know your Member
Number and Password to enrol online.

FROM MONDAY 2 DECEMBER 2024
MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS & ENROLMENTS
COMMENCE 10AM
- ONLINE & AT RECEPTION

ASSISTED SUBSCRIPTIONS AND ENROLMENTS

The Office will be open for those who wish to be assisted to enrol
and/or make payments:

Monday 2 December - Friday 6 December
10am - 4.00pm

Note: there may be long waits as only 1 person can be assisted
at a time with payments. Please pay by card as we do not like to
have cash held in the office.

The office will close from 4pm Friday 6 December until 10am on
Monday 13 January 2025.

As our volunteers will be taking a well-earned break, there will
be no telephone, email or online support during that time.

Patron: Professor Pascale Quester, Vice Chancellor, Swinburne University
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Well it is November and our U3A Hawthorn academic year and
activities are drawing to a close. 2024 has been very successful. Our
general curriculum, excursions and our specialist activities have all gone
ahead as planned. In my view it has been an outstanding year. And

it’s not over yet. After the impact of the pandemic our membership
numbers have re-grown, and we are at a record high of 1723 active
members. We have offered about 300 classes, activities and events this
year. Our program has included many social events too; such as the
“Drop-in-Café”. | am pleased to report that all of our program has been
strongly supported by our members.

Our musical program continued with gusto, such that our Orchestra and
Choir performed to large and enthusiastic audiences at each concert.
Indeed, each have an end of year concert planned which | urge you

to attend, if you're available. On Sunday 10 November at 2.30 pm

the Orchestra will perform at the MLC Auditorium in “An American in
Paris and more” [conductor: David Keeffe] and our wonderful Choir
[the Gateway Singers] will perform on Saturday 30 November 2024

at 2.30 pm in the Hall at Sinclair Avenue, under the direction of Julie
Lancashire. 2024 saw our Saturday Matinee series continue before large
audiences. These mini concerts always uplift our spirits particularly
through the long cold winter months. And the afternoon teas sustained
our bodies.

| congratulate and thank all those wonderful musicians and artists

who performed for us this year. | acknowledge and thank the Saturday
Matinee sub-committee led by Ruth Muir, Stefanie and Harvey Sowerby
and Nathan Feld. Without their contributions the mini concerts would
not have occurred.

Most classes will finish on Friday 29 November this year. Remember
to personally thank your tutor for their contribution to your year of
learning, | am sure they will appreciate it. Some classes end the year
with some food and drink, which is a great idea. The Management
Committee invites each of you to our “End of Year BBQ” on Friday 29
November from 12 noon to 1.30 pm at our Sinclair Avenue Campus.
Enjoy our famous sausage sizzle, vegie burgers, tea/coffee and muffins
with your U3A Hawthorn friends and participate in this social occasion.
I look forward to seeing you at SAC, with a sausage in your hand.

It’s better than Bunnings. It’s FREE! But you must register via the
membership system otherwise you will have to go to Bunnings and

pay.

| want to thank every tutor, convenor, volunteer, receptionist, class
assistant, committee member, and general member; who contributed
to the success of our U3A this year. Without your outstanding and
freely given volunteering, we could not run the organisation. THANK
YOU, ONE AND ALL.

| want to acknowledge and thank, specifically those retiring tutors

and convenors who have led courses and activities for many years.

May your retirement be long, satisfying, happy and healthy. Some

more fulsome tributes to these members appear elsewhere in this
Newsletter. We still look forward to continue seeing you around campus
as you pursue other interests.

On Monday 2 December 2024 at 10.00 am enrolments will begin for
2025. The membership subscription for 2025 is $60. The easiest way
to pay and enrol is online. However, we do offer assisted enrolment at
the campus office from 10.00 am on Monday 2 December until Friday
6 December 2024. There is much more detailed information about
payment and enrolment elsewhere in this Newsletter, so please READ
T



Diarise the critical dates, so you don’t miss out. As there
are NO priority class enrolments for ANY COURSE you are
advised to enrol early and select the course you wish to join

quickly. As lawyers say: “time is of the essence”. So, don’t
wait until January and then discover the class you wanted to

attend is already full, and you’re wait-listed. SUMMER SCHOOL 2025 IS NEARLY HERE!

Our extensive Summer School program forms part of this
Newsletter. If you’re not going away over summer it is a
great opportunity to hear from some outstanding speakers
presenting on a range of stimulating and diverse topics.
Remember to enrol on-line for Summer School too; and that
the program is ONLY available to U3A Hawthorn financial
members for 2025. Summer school will run from Monday
13 January for 10 days on a face-to-face basis in our Hall at
Sinclair Avenue Campus. | look forward to seeing you there.

This summer it will be running for two weeks from
Monday 13th to Friday 24th January. Each day
there will be a morning and an afternoon session.

Summer school comprises sessions covering a wide
range of topics from health and wellbeing, current
affairs, science, history, sport, music, philosophy,
travel and other topics of general interest. The full
program is listed later in this newsletter and will
also be available on the website. The speakers are
very high quality; they are passionate about their
subject and are experts in their field.

We have much to look forward to in 2025. In our Third Age
we face the year ahead with strength, togetherness and
optimism. Our curriculum for next year is vast, diverse,
interesting and stimulating. Every member should be able
to find many offerings to interest them. Get out of your
comfort zone and enrol in a course which will challenge you,
and allow you to learn something entirely new. That’s what
“Third Age learning” is all about.

There will also be Bridge and Mahjong sessions.
You must enrol for each session that you wish to
attend, enrolments will be open from 2 December.

If you are unable to attend, please cancel promptly
so that other people can enrol and attend the
session as numbers for each session are limited.

Finally, on behalf of the Management Committee, | wish
everyone a safe, healthy and enjoyable holiday season. We
look forward to seeing you back at U3A Hawthorn in 2025,
whether it be at Summer School, face-to-face classes at
Sinclair or other venues, on Zoom, Saturday Matinees, at
Concerts, at Excursions or our outdoor activities.

My very best wishes Irving Miller
President
6 November 2024

Q A word from the coffee capital of Glen Iris!

The monthly Drop In Café continues to be enthusiastically received, with many regulars who never miss the date, and
others who enjoy coming when they can. It’s encouraging to see that there is a good gender mix, and that the chaps
enjoy a chat just as much as the ladies! Attendees comment that it’s great to have a chance to meet other people,
and chat to people they may know by sight but haven’t had a chance to get to know.

| firmly believe that U3A is a great way for people of our generation to make new friends and experience a great
sense of belonging and welcome, and our Drop In Café does just that. My right-hand woman Christine Henry and |
always make sure that everyone feels welcome and valued. (And a big thank you to Christine for her enthusiasm and
commitment!)

So, if you haven’t made it to Drop In Café yet, the good news is that it will continue next year once a month so keep
an eye out for the dates. And | promise to keep making my fruit cake which has become de rigueur for our monthly

coffee catch-ups.
Julie Houghton, Convenor Drop In Café
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Come along to the

End of year Barbecue
On Friday 29 November 2024,

12.00 noon - 1.30 pm

Sinclair Avenue Cﬂmpm

Please enrol in 24FOODO06 so that we know how
many people to cater for.
If you haven’t enrolled, don’t expect there will be
enough food for you on the day.

We will provide sausages, veggie burgers and some other meats,
bread, onions, condiments, tea and coffee and something sweet.

Feel free to bring other additions of your own eg salad,
wine and soft drinks.

Omega Pott and the Guitar Group will provide entertainment

OO
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PROCEDURES FOR RENEWING MEMBERMHIP &
ENROLLING IN COURSEN FOR 2025

INFORMATION ABOUT ENROLMENTS

¢ You must enrol for_every 2025 course you wish to
do. Enrolments DO NOT carry over from 2024.

We do not know if you wish to continue with a
course, even though you may have been in the
course for several years - therefore you MUST enrol.

e There are no priority enrolments in any course.

e For some courses, such as languages, orchestra
and choir where there is a required skill level, any
new applicants may be contacted by the tutor for
assessment in late January /early February. This does
not apply to courses labelled Beginners or Level 1.

e The maximum number in a course is determined by
the room size, the preferences of the tutor/convenor
and the nature of the course.

e In order to provide opportunities for as many
members as possible to take part in courses,
individual members will be restricted in the number
of courses within some categories that they may
enrol in during the period Monday 2 December
to Monday 20 January. Please see the table at the
bottom of this page.

From 20 January, if places are still available, this will
be reviewed and may be changed on a case by case
basis.

e If a course is full when you enrol, you will be
waitlisted. If a position becomes available the
position will be offered to the first person on the
waitlist. There is always a great deal of change at
the beginning of the year as people change their
enrolments. Therefore we encourage you to put
yourself on the waitlist.

e Waitlisted members may not attend a class.

e We do not allow “trials” in a course - either you
enrol or you don't.

e For beginner language classes after the first month
we would rarely accept new people as they have
missed out on the vital first weeks of a new language
study.

e Enrolments by telephone or email will not be
accepted over this period.

e Details of our Operating Principles and Code of
Conduct are provided in the 2025 Handbook - please

read them.
ENROLMENTS AND PAYMENTS ONLINE

To complete the membership renewal and enrolment
processes online:

1. Login to u3ahawthorn.org.au/members using your
membership number and password

2. Go to Courses and select the courses you wish to

enrol in by using “Add to Cart”

3. View your cart and checkout

4. You can view My Enrolments to see the courses you

have enrolled in and check if you are enrolled or
waitlisted.

Pay Membership - you can pay in several ways:
- online with Paypal using your credit/debit card
- make a bank transfer online

- visit your bank and make a bank deposit to U3A
Hawthorn.

Account:  U3A Hawthorn Inc

BSB: 083166

Acct No: 790652416

Please include your Membership No or name

- come to the U3A Hawthorn office to make your
payment by card (no cash).

NOTES:

You can enrol in courses prior to making payment
of your annual subscription. However you must
complete payment as soon as possible. Members
who do not complete payment within 48 hours
and are enrolled in courses with waitlists, may be
removed from the course.

Special cases of hardship will be assisted - contact
Carol Lancashire by email courses@u3ahawthorn.
org.au, preferably in advance of enrolent. Do not
expect Reception to assist in these cases, especially
during the busy enrolment period.

However being interstate or overseas is not
considered a special case of hardship. You can ask a
friend to enrol you in the courses of your choice.

These categories of courses have restrictions on the
number of courses which can be selected
in the period 2 December to 20 January.

During this period the enrolment system will not allow
you to select more than the stated number of courses.

Code Course Restriction
BRIDGE Bridge 2
CURRENT Discussions and presentations

on current issues 2
FITNESS Indoor fitness: pilates, strength

training, stretching, yoga,

table tennis

LANGUAGE Dutch, French, German, Italian,
Japanese, Latin, Mandarin,
Spanish 2

MAHJONG Mahjong — Eastern and
Western styles 1




RETIRING TUTORN AND CONVENORS

Each year we sadly farewell and thank retiring tutors and
convenors for their extraordinary contribution to U3A Hawthorn.
These people have offered year-long courses.

CESARE VOLPATO

Cesare was born in Italy in 1929, lived and studied in Milan, before
migrating to Australia with his parents and sister after the Second
World War. He furthered his studies in Chemical Engineering

at RMIT and after his retirement from his career, he offered to
become a tutor at U3A Hawthorn. In June this year he celebrated
his 95th birthday. His committed Intermediate Conversation class
helped him celebrate this quite remarkable age together, and in
fine style.

Cesare arrived at U3A Hawthorn during 1997 offering to tutor
and was quickly snapped up to tutor Italian. He tutored Italian
continuously from 1998 to 2024. For many, many years he
conducted two conversation classes each week and with kindness
and patience encouraged us to learn about Italian culture from
the Italian point of view and the beauty and difficulties of the
language. We constantly wondered at his ability to remain
generously kind and patient as we stumbled along making
mistakes and undoubtedly mangling his beautiful mother tongue.
Cesare also conducted a bocce class for many years on the
parkland at Sinclair Avenue.

Thank you dear Cesare for your contribution to our learning of
things Italian and we honour your generosity and dedication to us
all.

Cora Thomas

JOAN HARDING
Thank you Joan! Excursions Galore!

How can we adequately say “thank you” to Member no 1016, the
ever smiling and wonderfully organised Joan Harding? She has led
the Excursion committee since its inception in 2007. It was actually
her idea.

Being a relation of John Pascoe Fawkner, what better person

to guide us all over Melbourne! Foodie tours of Lygon St and
Springvale; Informative visits to the Supreme Court, Parliament
House, the Walter and Eliza Institute, the Percy Grainger museum,
various galleries, gardens and the Tapestry Workshop. Guided
walks around the Kew and Melbourne General cemeteries. Fun
trips on the historic little Blackbird up the Maribyrnong River or
the more spacious ferries to Williamstown or Portarlington and the
National Trust’s Old Mill and to explore the Bellarine peninsula.

By train we have travelled to Bendigo to see the wonderful Grace
Kelly exhibition at the Gallery there. Also to Ballarat gallery and its
historic and beautiful collection.

These are only some | remember and enjoyed so much - the vast
majority with Joan as our leader.

Such a variety of experiences and opportunities for interaction
with other members and fun shared outings.

You are an incredible asset to U3A Hawthorn and we look
forward to seeing you about the campus and enjoying life in your
inimitable style.

Sincerest thanks dear friend.

Elizabeth Fitzgerald
6



NAOMI AITCHISON

Naomi has devoted her time, skills and wonderful knowledge to
our Creative Movement Class for many years. Naomi joined U3A

in 2002 and offered a Creative Movement course in 2003. The
class has been held in a variety of locations, including the East Kew
Uniting Church Hall, the Eric Raven Pavilion in Glen iris and more
recently, St Paul’s Church Hall in Canterbury.

Her approach of using a wide selection of music from classical,
World and even rock and roll to inspire her class to move, is just
magic. Balance and strengthening instruction complimented by
real and imagined aids lead to creative movements.

Naomi is a strong, gentle caring person, always exhibiting
acceptance and inclusion to everyone. Class members will never
forget the contribution she has made to their lives.

Elaine Beech
SAM ALFREDS

Recently the group members attending Sam Alfreds’ Magic of
Opera class were given some sad news. After offering this class for
an amazingly generous 11 years, Sam is hanging up his conductor’s
baton and taking a well-earned retirement from the Magic of
Opera. It is hoped that we will be able to continue to appreciate
his knowledge and enthusiasm via his Saturday broadcast on 3MBS
FM.

The group was made up of people who have a new interest

in opera as well as of those who have more experience and
involvement. Sam was always interested in our opinions and
enjoyed hearing about our watching and listening experiences.

It is clear that Sam devoted much time and energy gathering
extensive research which he generously passed on to the group.
His research and knowledge covered not only the actual operatic
works, but the composers and their lives in historical context.

Other areas of interest included that of operatic performance
and various types of voice as well as performer stage-craft, stage
design, costume design and performance direction.

The Magic of Opera has been a very rich experience, and one
which the group will enjoy forever! Thank you Sam for your
kindness and generosity.

Dorothy Goss

In 2020 Barbara Fary offered the course
America through the eyes of its novelists.
The course will continue in 2025 under the
leadership of Jim Love.

Jenny Neale established the Visual Arts
Group in July 2020 as a response to the
Covid lockdown. Her aim was to bring
together established artists to share and
discuss their work. This group organised
their own very successful exhibition in
September this year. Glenda King has taken
the role of convenor after Jenny stepped
down after the exhibition.

The Talking Films group has been running
since before 2009 with a number of
different convenors. Colleen Clift has led
the group since 2021, providing stimulation
and interaction during those difficult Covid
years. Alan Hardy and Louise Shiels will
lead the group in 2025.

Dennis Vaughan took the role of convenor of the French Advanced
Conversation in 2021, providing opportunities for those with good
oral French and native speakers of French to get together. Nigel
Hannam and Margaret Cybulski will lead the group in 2025.

Tova and Stephen Seelig commenced tutoring a practical art
course in 2022, providing support for members to pursue their
own artistic interests. Thank you both for your enthusiasm and
support of U3A Hawthorn.

Tova recently organised an opportunity for members to participate
in a function at Menzies Retirement Village which resulted in a
$500 donation to U3A Hawthorn, which is being used to support
our Summer School program. Thank you for this initiative Tova.

Di Wentworth is stepping down as co-convenor of the Monday
Photography Group. She has led the group since the start of
2023. Gail Long and a small committee will continue to lead this
enthusiastic group of photographers.



David Brown started our first ebike group in 2023 to
take advantage of this increasingly popular type of
bike. The group started riding twice a month but is now
weekly, led by Han te Riele and Jenny Boyle and will be

know as the Thursday fearless Riders in 2025.

Michael Read established the Moderate Cycling Friday
group in 2022 as a breakaway from the Munari Riders,
providing less demanding rides. Michael is handing
over the leadership of this group in 2025 to Peter
Sharples and Sue McKernan.

Jo Leyman is stepping back from co-convenor for the
Friday Let’s go to a Gallery. These sessions provide
an opportunity for people to visit a range of galleries
during the year.

We particularly thank several Honorary Tutors who
have generously offered courses this year. Rob Morris
volunteered to tutor a pilates group in term 4 2023 and
continued for most of this year. Time commitments
meant he was unable to continue and we thank him for
working with us over that period. Henry Shuwin came
to us to teach Beginners Mandarin this year. Henry has
been studying English in Melbourne and we thank him
for volunteering to come and offer to be a tutor. We
wish him well in his future endeavours. Mei Mei Chow
has offered Therapeutic Movement for part of 2024
and we thank her for her enthusiasm and expertise.

BOOK EXCHANGE
2024

Thank you to everyone who has supported
the Book Exchange this year, many items have
changed hands and hopefully given their new
owners joy.

Thank you also to the team of volunteers who
help to run this activity each month.

We would love to have some new items to add to
our collection in the New Year, so please spend
some time over the holiday break going through
your book shelves and jigsaw puzzles to find
some pre-loved gems to pass on to others.

The Book Exchange will operate in the foyer
throughout Summer School in January and will
then run from the third Monday of the month
beginning in February.

If you would like to volunteer to help with the
Book Exchange in 2025, please leave you details
at Reception.

Happy reading, and we look forward to seeing
you again in 2025.

Julie Angus-Kiddle and the Book Exchange Team

Many thanks to Ruthie Sharley who initiated the
Creative Women series for U3A Hawthorn during 2021.
For several years Ruthie extended her creative thinking
and found guest speakers who were as passionate
about their subject as Ruthie, to offer varied and
interesting presentations to our members each month.

The speakers were from quite different walks of life
sharing historical, environmental, social and artistic
aspects of community life. Often broader area of
social justice, responsible career paths and changing
employment opportunities for women were featured.
The importance of social interaction and community
support to women'’s health and well-being were topics
that Ruthie was able to include in the series.

Ruthie devoted much effort to add an International
Women'’s Day to the 2024 program with guest speakers
Mary Crooks AQ, Lisa Hollingsworth and Coral Ross.

Thank you to Ruthie and may all her new adventures
bring her as much pleasure as initiating the Creative
Women Series for U3A Hawthorn.

The series will continue in 2025 commencing on
Thursday 20 February with a presentation by Elle
Phillips from Boroondara Council talking about the
programs and services provided by the Council for the
well-being of senior residents.

International Women’s Day will be held on Thursday 6
March 2025. Everyone is invited to enrol in the session,
Afternoon tea will be served.

Noela Miller
Convenor Creative Women Series 2025

Above: Ruth with Andrea Taylor
(Textiles in Japan) in 2022.

Right: Ruth Sharley and Noela
Miller.

Below: Final session for 2024 - a
creative workshop led by Noela
Miller.




CHANGING OF THE GUARD FOR THE PROGRAM
PLANNING COMMITTEE IN 2025

Next year will see a range of new faces on the Program
Planning Committee (PPC), as well as new coordinators
for and members of the Summer School Planning
Committee, The Derek Readman Planning Committee
and the Excursions Planning Committee.

All planning committee convenors are members of the
PPC and also chair their planning committees. In this
way, there is transparency, sharing of knowledge and
ideas, and consistency across all elements of program
planning development at U3A Hawthorn.

Judy Hamann, who has coordinated the Readman
Series for five years as well as being a member of the
Summer School Planning Committee for several years,
will step down from this role at the end of the year.
Judy has also been a member of the PPC for many
years, and was also a member of the Management
Committee for several years. Taking her place as
convenor of the Readman Series will be Annie
Coleman, with other new faces in Geoff Rose and Bob
Stewart as committee members.

The Summer School chair, Andrew Weatherhead,

has stepped down earlier this year with his place
being taken by Belinda Breheny. The Summer School
committee members have worked together for several
years to provide excellent programs. However it is
important for all committees to have new members
come on board each year, so if you are interested in
the Summer School please make yourself known to
Belinda or another committee member.

The Excursions Planning Committee convenor, Joan
Harding, will also step down at the end of 2024. A

new committee is taking over excursions planning for
next year and has already organised the first three
excursions. Jennifer Dickson is the convenor with
Carolyn Vaughan and Elizabeth Fitzgerald supporting
her. Julieanne Lewis and Jan Noonan who have worked
with Joan on the Excursion Committee have also
retired this year.

Joan is a Honorary Life member of U3A Hawthorn. She
was the founder of the Excursion Committee in 2007
as well as being on the Summer School committee for
some years.

Our sincere thanks go to Judy and Joan for their
dedication, enthusiasm, commitment and effort over
many years in providing U3A Hawthorn members with
first class and notable speakers and excursions. True to
their form, they have enabled a smooth transition of
the roles.

Well done Judy and Joan, and thanks to the those U3A
Hawthorn members taking on their new roles!

The PPC has a number of general members as well as
the convenors of sub committees. Zvi Civins is retiring
after more than two years as a general member and
has offered wise counsel and ideas.

We were also sad to lose Fay Maglen as a general
member during the year as other commitments
claimed her time.

We have welcomed some new general members in
recent months. Mary Lancaster and Rema Rockwood
have joined the committee and we welcome their
enthusiasm and interest.

The role of the PPC is to co-ordinate all aspects of the
U3A program, gain new tutors and courses and provide
support for tutors and convenors in delivering their
courses.
Ron Box
Chair PPC

EXCURMONY

This is my last Excursions Report before | retire and
welcome a new excursions committee led by Jennifer
Dickson, who will continue to organise monthly
destinations to introduce you to the many fascinating
aspects of Melbourne and beyond, that you may not as
yet have discovered.

In the early formative days of U3A Hawthorn when
accommodation was limited and there was little
interaction between members other than attending
classes, there appeared to be a need for meaningful
socialisation to add to the wellbeing of our members,
hence the Excursion Committee was formed seventeen
years ago. | have been very fortunate to have had
great support from my longstanding committee
members who always had their ‘ears to the ground’
searching for new destinations. Julianne Lewis was an
original member (17 years ) and committee members
Jan Noonan and Elizabeth Fitzgerald have also been
contributing for many years. Thank you for our heart
warming times together.

This year’s educational excursions have taken us to a
wide variety of destinations and have catered for many
interests.

Some of this year’s destination highlights include a
day trip to the historic Beleura House and Garden,
the Supreme Court and Library experience, lunch

at William Angliss Restaurant, the Justin Art House
Museum (superbly presented), and to bring us up to
date with what’s happening in Melbourne, a visit to
the Metro Tunnel project HQ, and our final and highly
successful guided discovery tour of the west end of
Collins Street where the beautiful heritage buildings
blend with the stunning architecture of today!

In closing | hope these many events have fulfilled their
original purpose, to discover, learn and meet a friend
along the way.
Joan Harding
Excursions Co-ordinator



DEREK READMAN LECTURES

IT’S A WRAP FOR 2024

2024 was another great year for the Derek Readman lecture
series. More than 200 members attended the three lectures
over the year with the informal feedback being very positive.
Our three lectures were delivered by Sam Lipski who spoke
on “The Changing Media”, Associate Professor Pedro
Machado, whose topic was “Politics, Empire and Sport”, and
Professor Samantha Richardson who spoke about “Artificial
Intelligence and Machine Learning: the good, the bad and the

ugly”.

In the Derek Readman Lecture Series, we invite outstanding
speakers who are specialists in their own field to share

their expertise and understanding with us. We provide
refreshments at the end of each lecture which provides an
opportunity for the audience to discuss the lecture informally
or just chat with others in a social setting.

Many members are involved in ensuring that the lectures

are a success including the other two committee members,
Stefanie Sowerby and Pennie Kendall, the catering team,
Stefanie Sowerby, Harvey Sowerby and Julie McNaughton and
the many members in the audience who help out on the day.
| would like to thank them all for their contributions over the
year.

After five years convening the Derek Readman Series | will
be stepping down from the convenor role and from the
committee at the end of this year. I've met many terrific
speakers and U3A Hawthorn members over these five years,
so it’s been a very interesting, enjoyable and rewarding
experience for me. | would like to welcome the new
committee members, Annie Coleman as convenor, and Bob
Stewart and Geoff Rose.

| look forward to more lectures in the series in 2025.

Judy Hamann
Convenor Derek Readman Lecture Series

Above: Professor Samantha Richardson
Below: Judy Hamann with Samantha Richardson
at question time.




WANTED - CAMPUS MANAGER/S

This role involves overseeing the physical enviroment
of the Sinclair Avenue Campus including organising
cleaning and dealing with maintenance issues.

We are not looking for a handyman to do all the

work (although an understanding of building issues

is very desirable). It is a management role requiring
liaison with Council’s Facilities Maintenance team and
responding to day-to-day issues.

Things that arise are issues with furniture
malfunctions, keeping clocks on time, organising carpet
and window cleaning professionals, liaising with Judy
McPherson about garden issues, ordering cleaning
materials and equipment, keeping an eye out for
issues, problems and opportunities.

This role could be shared by a couple or a small group
of people, willing to take responsibility and initiative.

If you would like to be involved please contact our
Volunteer co-ordinator Sue Waller volunteering@
u3ahawthorn.org.au or leave a note at reception.

HARVEY SOWERBY

Harvey volunteered to be the Campus Manager when
John Howell retired in 2014. This is a vital role for our
organisation, keeping an eye on all the physical aspects
of the campus including organising cleaning, repairs
and maintenance, as well as liaison with Boroondara
staff.

Harvey has willingly brought his practical expertise,
skills and problem solving approach to the many
challenges that have arisen over the last 10 years

or more. Harvey is also involved with the Gardening
group, with many working days on the recent
gardening projects. He has also worked with his wife
Stefanie to support the Derek Readman lectures and
Saturday Matinees as well as the numerous barbecues
and other events organised by U3A.

Thank you so much Harvey.

GARDENERS AT WORK

Each month our team of volunteer gardeners led by
Judy McPherson, get to work on a Monday morning to
week, sweep, prune, do maintenance and in general
keep our gardens looking beautiful. A new birdbath has
been installed near the roses to replace one donated
by Linda Baynham some years ago, which was broken.

The new plantings at the rear of the Office and
classrooms are starting to shoot up.




NEWS AROUND CAMPU)

Tell us what U3A
Hawthorn means to you

During 2025 our U3A will celebrate its 40th
anniversary.

As part of these celebrations John and
Lynne Carmichael have volunteered to
take the lead in researching and writing an
historical account of the Hawthorn U3A,
while Carol and Bruce Lancashire will be
compiling key statistical and other data and
selecting photographs to complement the
text. Other members may also be involved
in the production.

In keeping with modern trends in historical
scholarship, John and Lynne are keen to
ensure the involvement and views of all
members about the U3A are reflected -
whether or not you have volunteered as

a tutor, helper in the office, maintenance
worker or in any other capacity.

As a first step to receive your views, all
members are invited to email us about
what U3A Hawthorn means to you. You
can remain anonymous if you wish, but

if you would like us to contact you for a
more detailed discussion, we will need your
name and contact details.

To participate email:
courses@u3ahawthorn.org.au
Subject: What the U3A means to me

VALE MARG DEIGHTON

Marg Deighton passed away on 6 November 2024. Marg was the
convenor of the Shorter Walks, taking over from Garry Warne in

2021. She was a member of the Moderate Walking Group and a

Book Group as well as studying French.

Marg inspired me when | was a newbie on the Shorter and
Moderate Walks with her fitness and friendliness.

We enjoyed chats about Mircrobiology which | had also studied.
As convenor of the Shorter Walks she nearly always attended
every walk and made sure everyone was OK, including the walk
leader. That was sometimes me and | was frequently glad of
her support. She had this special tenacity to keep going and
downplay any personal or health difficulties she had. Once she
brought along a home baked cake to a planning meeting she
had called. | couldn’t believe it - she was running the course,
organising meetings, typing up notes, sending emails , and she
still wanted to bake us a cake! Impressive.

Thank you Marg for everything. Moira Brown

Marg was always a delight to talk to, good company, well-
informed, and an admirable walker. Inge Hanke

Marg walked with the Moderate Walking Group once a month
for many years, and over that long time we became almost
like a family. Marg was an exceptionally friendly, polite and
knowledgeable person, and will be dearly missed by us all.

Franz Hanke, convenor of the Moderate Walks
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Above: Marvellous Melbourne Walk at Werribee park
Below: Excursion to Metro Tunnel Information Centre




SHARING THOUGHTS AND IDEAS ABOUT
ARTWORKS

This has been a new monthly course in 2024 where a
group of motivated members meet to view an artwork
and discuss the messages they may have interpreted
or understood from the representations in a work.
This involved looking, seeing and thinking to uncover
meaning.

At first, we use our eyes to look and see to observe
the work. The next step is to think and interpret and
engage with messages in the artist’s painting. This
means connecting with things we already now, using
creative and problem solving skills to elaborate on the
clues that are presented. Using the art of questioning,
listening to others’ thoughts, often triggers new ideas
for the listener and viewer. Chances to challenge and
confirm ideas presented are always encouraged. Any
process of understanding art, means slowing down
thinking, looking at symbols or images in the painting
and then sharing thoughts with others to comment on
or add on to others’ ideas.

Skills in questioning, reflection and mind mapping were
developed throughout the sessions. A wide variety

of artworks were presented across a range of genre.
Even a Leunig cartoon was discussed as an example of
graphic art.

Paintings viewed included Dali ‘s surrealist piece,
‘Persistence of Memory’, a challenging work to
interpret, a Melbourne scene by John Brack titled
‘Collins Street’, set in the 1960’s brought many
memories of this time for all of us. Indigenous artist,
Gordon Hookey'’s piece titled‘ Sacred Nation, Scared
Nation’, had a political focus representing Australia’s
link with America. We enjoyed the works of 2 street
artists, Rone, the well-known Melbourne street artist
and Jean René’s ‘Giant’ featuring a little boy in his
wall mural in Havana, representing the wall Trump
has planned to complete. The dark side of art was
represented by Peter Booth’s works, which may have
been influenced by his childhood memories of Sheffield
before moving to Melbourne.

Emotions and feelings were the subject of 3 works
by Edvard Munch — the most famous ‘Scream’ and
the painting ‘Anguish’ by August Schenck. Abstract
artworks were the focus in one session, a challenging
conversation for us all, as abstract works have no
beginning or end. The artworks included ‘Untitled’
by Robert MacPherson (1997), ‘Thinking Head’ by
Samantha Malone, ‘Blue Poles’ painted by Jackson
Pollock and Emily Kame Kngwarreye, ‘Big Yam
dreaming’.

At the end of sessions, time was given for participants
to respond to the artwork. Poems, short essays
and perhaps writing a response from the view of a
person in the painting were presented. The huge
range of ideas presented in the session were written
on the whiteboard during the discussion and were a
reference for everyone while writing some amazing
pieces of writing. This was an exciting sharing time
where people’s wide variety of talents were evident,
demonstrating the flair and gifts of members in this
session.

Bev Steer, Tutor
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VISUAL ARTS GROUP EXHIBITION

Members of the Visual Arts Group led by Jenny Neale,
organised their own exhibition of works in September
this year at the Malvern Arts Society Gallery.

This was entirely their initiative and was a wonderful
showcase of their work. The exhibitors were Anna
Cooke, Rosalind Byass, Jean Aitken, Christine Dennis,
Glenda King, Sue Harvey, Jenny Neale, Sue Bottomley,
Terry Griffin. Some had exhibited previously, for others
it was the first time they had shown their work. Every
artist sold at least one piece of their work.

Such an exhibition takes initiative, time, energy,
financial contribution and collaboration to plan, set up,
curate and person the exhibition, and then dismantle
and finalise the project.

Congratulations to every one of the group on a
fantastic and very successful initiative.




MUSIC REPORT

A very successful and enjoyable 2024 is drawing to a close for
U3A Hawthorn music lovers, though there are still some exciting
end-of-year music events to come.

The year has seen a variety of music courses available to U3A
members, including music theory, rock and pop, jazz, opera,

and the works of classical composers, and we are grateful to
Jenny Hall, John Wallace, Layton Moss, Sam Alfreds, Roger Creed
and everyone involved in providing these much appreciated
presentations.

Performances presented by the U3A Hawthorn Orchestra, by our
choir - the Gateway Singers - and by an eclectic mix of musicians
in our Saturday Matinee series were well-attended and much
appreciated by their audiences throughout the year.

Fittingly, the first Saturday Matinee, in March, featured a
combination of two of U3A Hawthorn’s own musical groups - the
Acoustic Guitar Group, led by Peter Rogers, and the Recorder
Group, led by Jim Bland - and the audience thoroughly enjoyed
the items presented by the two groups, both separately and
together. Performing in the seventh and last Saturday Matinee
for the year, on 26th October, players from the Royal Australian
Navy Band attracted a very large audience, which was fascinated
by the variety of instruments utilised, including an expertly
played xylophone.

After very successful concerts by the Orchestra in May (“Musical
Landscapes”) and August (“Bach and the Magic Toy Shop”), the
third and final performance for the year, “An American in Paris
and Other Stories”, featuring compositions by Gershwin, Keeffe,
Prokoviev and Rossini. This concert was in the James Tatoulis
Auditorium, Methodist Ladies College, Kew, on Sunday, 10
November, with the Orchestra conducted by David Keeffe.

The Gateway Singers, directed by Julie Lancashire and with
piano accompaniment by Roger Creed, is following its mid-
year concert, “Top Ten Countdown” (in the format of a radio
program and much appreciated by its “studio audience”) with
its forthcoming end-of-year performance, “Tis the Season to
be Singing”. This concert will be in the Hall at Sinclair Avenue
Campus, on Saturday, 30 November, at 2:30pm, with entry free
to all U3A Hawthorn members, friends and family. The choir
will present a wide variety of songs, then conclude the program
with Christmas carols, with which the audience may wish to sing
along.




‘Tis the Season to be
Mnging

Due to unforeseen circumstances The Gateway
Singer’s Annual Christmas concert will now be held

on Saturday 30th November, at 2:30pm, in the Hall at
Sinclair Avenue Campus.

Take some time out of your busy Christmas shopping
to enjoy our choir performing some favourite carols
as well as some lesser-known ones with an Australian
bush theme. There will be opportunities for the
audience to join us in singing some of the popular
carols.

The concert will not be open to the public (as previous
concerts have been), but only to U3A Hawthorn
members, family and friends and, of course, there will
not be the usual admission charge. Refreshments will
be served at the end of the concert.

Julie Lancashire, Choir Director

STOP PRESS: Julie Lancashire is stepping down as Choir
Director at the end of this year. Roger Creed will be
taking the role in 2025. We will acknowledge Julie’s
contribution to the Gateway Singers in the February
2025 Newsletter.

yaturday Matinees
In 2025

We are still looking for a group of people to form
a committee to organise four (or more) Saturday
Matinees in 2025.

The Saturday Matinees have been a very popular
addition to our offering, organised by Ruth Muir.
members have been able to bring family and friends to
enjoy an afternoon or music in our Sinclair Avenue Hall
followed by refreshments.

The committee needs someone who takes the
leadership role as convenor as well as people who will
organise performers and do the administration, as well
as members who will be responsible for set up and
pack up, for advertising and for organising catering.

Unless we have some people who come forward to
volunteer, this very popular activitiy will not happen.
Ruth Muir will be very happy to provide suggestions
and guidance in obtaining performers.

If you are willing to be part of this committee please
contact our Volunteer Co-ordinator Sue Waller
volunteering@u3ahawthorn.org.au or leave a message
at Reception.

Mj HAWTHORN

THE CHOIR OF U3A HAWTHORN,

The Gateway Singerns

present

“*Tis the Season to be Singing”

Come and enjoy a delightful end - of - year

PLEASE NOTE ALTERED DATE / TIME
2:30 pm, Saturday, 30th November, 2024

The Hall, U3A Hawthorn Sinclair Avenue Campus
26 Sinclair Avenue, Glen Iris.

All U3A Hawthorn members, family and friends welcome.




EXCURSIONS AUTUMN 2025

BOOKING POLICY
Enrolment in Excursions is done in the same way as enrolling in all other courses. You are encouraged to enrol
online using the Membership system u3ahawthorn.org.au/members or by visiting Reception. Telephone or email
enrolments are not accepted. Excursions are for Members of U3A Hawthorn only.
All tour fees are payable at the time of enrolment, either online or at Reception.
Please wear your name badge on excursions.

CANCELLATION POLICY
For cancellations made 14 days or less prior to the scheduled departure, no refund will be made.

25EXC001: SHRINE OF REMEMBRANCE CONVENOR: CAROLYN VAUGHAN
Date: Wednesday 12 March
Time: 10.45 (for 11.00 am start)
Meet: Visitor Centre entrance
Transport: Ticketed parking on Birdwood Avenue and St Kilda Road. Any southbound tram (except No. 1) from
Federation Square. Tram stop no.19.
Cost: $15 per person - payable on enrolment

Description:  We will have a tour of the Shrine led by an expert guide. At this iconic landmark, we will enter and see
the Sanctuary, the Galleries of Remembrance, and many other commemorative spaces and exhibits.
Coffee shop and refreshments available (own cost).

25EXC002: GUIDED TOUR OF MANDEVILLE HALL CONVENOR: JENNIFER DICKSON
Date: Tuesday 8 April
Tiime: 1.50pm for 2pm start
Meet: 10 Mandeville Crescent Toorak
Transport: Parking available in Mandeville Cresent. Tram 72, stops either 38 or 37.
Cost: S40 per person — payable on enrolment.

Description: Explore the newly restored areas of the architectural wonder that is Mandeville Hall, with architectural
historian, Steve Stefanopoulos OAM. Discover the magnificent features, exquisite interiors and opulent
rooms of the internationally significant Toorak mansion. End the guided tour with a glass of sparkling
wine and sandwiches and sweet slices. Please note there are steps involved and no lift or ramp access.

25EXC003: FIRE SERVICES MUSEUM TOUR CONVENOR: JENNIFER DICKSON
Date: Friday 9 May
Time: 11.20 (for 11.30 am start)
Meet: 39 Gisborne Street, East Melbourne

Transport: A short walk from Parliament Station. Tram: Collins Street trams 11/12/109, get off at either Albert
Street or St Vincents Plaza.

Cost: S8 per person - payable on enrolment

Description: The Fire Services Museum of Victoria is an organisation dedicated to the preservation and showcasing
of fire-fighting memorabilia from Victoria, Australia and overseas. It boasts one of the largest collections
of fire- fighting memorabilia in Australia, with it being located in one of its prized exhibits: the original
headquarters of the Metropolitan Fire Brigade (MFB) on the corner of Gisborne St and Victoria Parade,
East Melbourne. There are some split levels in the building.
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U3A Hawthorn January 2025 Summer School

The U3A Hawthorn Summer School 2025 runs over 10 days from Monday 13 to Friday 24 January in the
Hall at Sinclair Avenue. The Summer School is free but is available only to members of U3A Hawthorn
who have paid their 2025 membership fee. The program can be viewed in the Newsletter and on the U3A
Hawthorn website. Paper copies of the Summer School program are available at Reception.

Enrolment

We encourage people to enrol and pay membership subscriptions online where possible. No phone or
email bookings will be accepted. However, reception staff are available to assist with enrolment from
Monday 2 December to Friday 6 December, 10am to 4pm.

To enrol online, go to_the U3A Hawthorn website at u3ahawthorn.org.au/members/courses. The sessions
are listed under the code XSUM (Summer School). Enrolling enables us to contact you if a session is
cancelled due to an unforeseen event, such as illness of the speaker.

Attendance

On the day, latecomers will not be admitted more than 5 minutes after the start of the session.

2025 U3A SUMMER SCHOOL PROGRAM

Graham Pratt Monday 13 Jan 10.30am

The Recent U.S. Election — how does America now look forward? 25XSUMO01

This session will outline the path of the recent US election, the key events, the reasons for the eventual
outcome and the impacts both globally and for America. Graham will explore voting patterns across the
Electoral College and how these compare with the total popular vote. He will discuss the response to the
election outcome from the American people and internationally including Australia, China, and the Middle
East crisis.

Steve Roberts Monday 13 Jan 1.30 pm
Astronomy: The planets and moons 25XSUMO02

Steve is secretary of the Astronomical Society of Victoria and has been passionate about astronomy since
his childhood. He has degrees in science and once worked as a computer and electronics whiz. Steve will
explain how the Sun, planets, Earth and Moon were formed. He will discuss nebulae, stars, constellations
and galaxies and the origin and future of the Universe and advise how to observe the stars and planets
using binoculars and telescopes, and which are the best to use. Examples of astronomical photography will
be given and the Astronomical Society of Victoria and its facilities and website will be explained.

Heather Sebo ASA Tuesday 14 Jan 10.30am
The Royal Tombs of Macedonia 25XSUMO03

In October 1977 at Vergina on the southern Macedonia plain, Professor Manolis Andronikos, who had
been excavating at the site for over 25 years, was lowered into the gloom through the vaulted roof of what
turned out to be the tomb of King Phillip Il, father of Alexander the Great. Professor Andronikos had used
the favoured technique of tomb robbers and was overwhelmed to find a spectacular trove of grave goods.

Even more remarkable, it became clear that not only had Manolis Andronikos discovered the burial ground
of Macedonian kings, but he had also identified the first capital of Macedon, the long-lost city of Aigai that
had been lost to the world for two millennia.

Those stunning finds have been followed by decades of discoveries, both at Vergina and elsewhere in
Northern Greece. Heather’s talk will discuss these remarkable finds and their significance, as well as the
innovative museum that has been developed at Vergina to help visitors better understand what they are
seeing.
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Jenny Lu Tuesday 14 Jan 1.30pm

Let me tell you a story: Musical narratives in Romantic and Contemporary piano music 25XSUMO04

Jenny Lu is a Melbourne-based pianist with a Master’s degree in piano performance from Monash
University. She performs as a soloist and a chamber musician with an array of repertoire, especially the
compositions of the lesser-known and living composers.

In this presentation, Jenny will expound the narrative contentions of a contrasting program for solo piano
from the late 19™C to the present, written without an explicit storyline, supported with performance
illustrations. The aim of the presentation is to promote in-depth listening of this repertoire and
subsequently instigate enjoyment through a narrative understanding.

Errol Muir Wednesday 15 Jan 10.30am
Smart living with Artificial Intelligence: A beginner’s guide 25XSUMO05

Artificial Intelligence is transforming the way the world works. In this session, you will discover how to use
Artificial Intelligence (Al) to enhance your daily life. The most accessible Al tools will be explored, from
virtual assistants that help with reminders, to creative apps that can generate art and music. Whether
you want to improve your digital photos, learn a new language, or simply understand the basics of Al, this
talk will introduce practical, easy-to-use applications. In addition, the potential risks and benefits will be
discussed, empowering you to use Al confidently and safely to support your everyday activities.

Dr Errol Muir’s career has spanned diverse fields ranging from government policy development, lobbying,
human resources, and technology management. He has held key business leadership and academic roles,
including at the Commonwealth Trade and Primary Industry Departments, Rio Tinto, RMIT University and
Monash University.

Saul Bastomsky Wednesday 15 Jan 1.30pm

How a Roman Consul could snatch his election, beats Trump vs Harris! 25XSUMO06

The Roman Republic appeared democratic. The chief magistrates and the consuls were elected officials;
indeed, every official was elected by an assembly of one kind or another. But do not be deceived. All was a
facade, cleverly designed to make sure the right men and only men were chosen. It all worked for some 400
years, until ambition upset the applecart and imperial power restored stability and created a new facade.

Following a fellowship at Cambridge, Saul took up a lecturing position in Classical Studies at Monash
University where he remained until his retirement.

Romain Nugou Thursday 16 Jan 10.30am
Rise and fall of the Knights Templar 25XSUMO07

Few organisations have sparked as many legends and tales as the Knights Templar. Accused of heresy

and immoral practices, the order faced dissolution in 1312, leading to the persecution and execution of
many of its members. In the 12th century a small group of French knights established the Knights Templar
in Jerusalem. Their primary mission was to safeguard pilgrims enroute to the Holy Land. Arguably they
became the first multinational enterprise and they left an important mark in the collective memory and
on the landscape. Their abrupt disappearance gave rise to speculation and legends, which have kept the
“Templar” name alive to this day.

This session will aim to paint a clear picture of the Order, distinguishing between myths and reality, and
showcasing striking examples of its accomplishments from the Middle East to France, via Cyprus, Spain,
Portugal, and England.

Peter Bennet Thursday 16 Jan 1.30pm
Birding for fun: Can birding save the world? 25XSUMO08

Peter is a retired Biology teacher who spends much of his time observing, recording and photographing
birds. In this session he will describe the features used to identify birds including colour, beak structure
and song. Peter will talk about his personal experiences in identifying birds and their birdsong as well as
strategies for birdlife photography. Many of Australia’s bird species are under threat. Peter will discuss bird
ecology from predators to small insect eaters and the evolution and significance of Australian birds. Some
conservation issues will also be covered.
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Melanie Cookes Friday 17 Jan 10.30am
End-of-life Doula - What does a doula do? 25XSUMO09

Melanie will explain the role of an End-of-Life Doula and how a doula can support you and your family and
loved ones. The talk will include information about palliative care and end-of-life planning to ensure your
wishes are known and followed. Information regarding where you might choose to die, and how a doula
can help support and action these choices will be explained. This can include details such as preferred
location of death, funeral plans, documentation and can also include discussing finer details such as who
you want visiting, do you want music, do you want massages? Melanie will also explain how an end-of-life
doula can assist in the event of a sudden, unexpected death.

After the death of her father and a dear friend, Melanie realised people nearing the end of their life could
benefit from an advocate, someone who has their best interests in mind, someone who still sees them as
the person they are, not the illness they have. Melanie has a background in medical training, education and
health.

Bob Lachal Friday 17 Jan 1.30pm
The spirit of adventure 25XSUM10

Bob has been an adventurer all his life. He has been on two Antarctic expeditions and recently worked on a
Mercy Ship delivering health care to remote Papua New Guinea. He has spent two years in Antarctica, one
year at the Mawson base and one on Macquarie Island as station leader. He was a patrol officer in PNG for
ten years and has also worked as a Master Mariner. Bob rowed for Victoria as a member of its King’s Cup
crew and was a member of the Australian Rowing team at the 1964 Tokyo Olympics.

His vast and eclectic experiences have equipped him with a second to none store of observations and
anecdotes which will be certain to enrich and amuse.

Frank Devlin Monday 20 Jan 10.30am
Travelling the Byzantine world 333 — 1453 CE 25XSUM11

Frank has travelled extensively in the former Byzantine empire. He will review the unique Hagia Sophia in
Constantinople built in 537 CE, centuries ahead of its time and the largest cathedral in the world for 1000
years. His survey of Byzantine architecture and its mastery of mosaics covers modern day Italy, Greece,
Croatia, Armenia, Georgia, and Spain. The fact that these wonderful architectural sites are around today is
amazing given the periodic destruction of icons and monuments including the sacking of Constantinople by
the 4th Crusade before the city was finally overwhelmed by the Ottomans in 1453 CE.

Frank has a BA in English Literature and Philosophy from Bristol University but his interests are in
architecture, archaeology and history.

Isaac Lahav Monday 20 Jan 1.30pm
Introduction to western philosophy 25XSUM12

What is philosophy? This session will cover the main branches of philosophy and its schools. The history
of philosophy and important philosophers will also be discussed. Isaac will present interesting questions,
quotes and dilemmas pertaining to this topic.

Isaac is an active participant in the U3A philosophy course and a life-time avid reader of philosophy and
history books.

Alan Kohler and Amanda Donohoe Tuesday 21Jan 10.30am
Beyond Blame: Addressing the housing crisis together 25XSUM13

Join us for an insightful talk on housing and homelessness, featuring two expert speakers. Alan Kohler will
address the big picture issues surrounding homelessness, emphasising that it is primarily a housing policy
problem and not a personal failing and discuss the concept of housing as a fundamental human right.
Amanda Donohoe will showcase a local solution that has been operating for over 37 years and demonstrate
how the most vulnerable can be safely housed with community support.

This event aims to reframe the narrative and inspire action, fostering meaningful dialogue on how we can
work together to create a more just future for all. Don’t miss this opportunity to learn and engage!
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Janet Werkmeister Tuesday 21 Jan 1.30 pm
Melbourne’s Roaring Twenties 25XSUM14

Melbourne’s booming 1920s economy enabled Melburnians to become enthusiastic followers of the
worldwide craze for Jazz — jazz music, jazz dancing, jazz fashion and style. Their unrivalled passion for the
movies drove construction of iconic theatres like The Regent and The Forum, as huge Picture Palaces. A
tidal wave of innovation, from electric kettles and toasters through to radio broadcasting and passenger
aeroplanes, brought new experiences and an increasing sense of optimism.

Local author Janet Werkmeister shows how enjoyable life was in Melbourne’s Roaring Twenties, right up
until the stock market crash of October 1929. The challenges and life experiences of ordinary Australians
in the 1920s will also be discussed; women, both at work and at home, sporting heroes, aviation pioneers,
Australian authors, and artists of the 1920s, and the world of Squizzy Taylor.

Janet’s presentation is based on her book about life in Melbourne in the 1920s, Melbourne’s Roaring
Twenties.

Edwina Spencer Wednesday 22 Jan 10.30am
Falls prevention 25XSUM15

One in three people aged over 65 will experience a fall in their lives, amounting to more than 70 per cent of
all injury hospitalisations. This statistic grows to 87 per cent in people aged over 85 years. The good news is
that there are some simple steps you can take to improve balance and mobility.

The session includes tips on how to prevent falls, information on risk factors, exercises you can do in the
comfort of your own home to increase strength, mobility, and balance, as well as instructions on how to get
up if you have a fall or how to help someone else get up.

With over 50 years as a registered nurse, Edwina brings a wealth of experience and passion for supporting
individuals as they age. She has spent 35 years with Bolton Clarke (Formerly RDNS), most recently as

a Clinical Nurse Educator, with a special interest in falls prevention, continence, palliative care, wound
management, first aid, and CPR.

John Tuckfield Wednesday 22 Jan 1.30pm
The Dacian Wars: The Roman invasion of Romania 25XSUM16

In 101-107 A.D. the Emperor Trajan, usually regarded as the best Roman emperor of all, launched an
audacious invasion of Dacia, modern day Romania. In two campaigns he launched a massive army across
the River Danube and fought a fierce series of battles in the mountains of Romania against a determined
enemy.

In 2024 Dr John Tuckfield explored the sites of Trajan’s campaign in Romania: join him as he retraces
Trajan’s steps across the amazing and at time brutal landscapes of the Balkans.

Louise Broadfoot Thursday 23 Jan 10.30am
Integrity in sport: on-line and off-line challenges 25XSUM17

From Australia’s best-ever performance at the 2024 Paris Olympics to the Australian Open and to suburban
fields across the country, sport plays a crucial role in Australia’s national identity and the wellbeing of

our population. But there is also a dark side to one of our favourite pastimes. Louise Broadfoot, a Senior
Integrity Officer with Tennis Australia, will discuss the challenges facing sports participants and governing
bodies in 2025, including the threat of match-fixing brought about by online gambling, how to keep junior
participants safe, and the problem behaviours of “POFOs” (Parents of Future Olympians) —and how these
are being addressed.

Before joining the Tennis Australia Integrity team in 2021, Louise hds been a police officer in both Victoria
and Queensland and remains a member of the Australian Army Reserve. Louise played two Test matches
and ten One-Day-Internationals with the Australian Women'’s Cricket Team. Louise’s current role with Tennis
Australia allows her to combine all aspects of her career to date, and of course be behind the scenes at the
Australian Open!
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Jing Ye Thursday 23 Jan 1.30pm
2025 The year of the Snake 25XSUM18

The Snake, much like the revered Dragon, symbolises wisdom, elegance, and mystery in Chinese culture.
People born in the Year of the Snake are often seen as deep thinkers with keen intuition. They are known
for their charm and ability to navigate complex situations with grace. However, the Snake can also be
secretive and overly cautious, which might lead to missed opportunities.

What makes 2025 special is the influence of the Wood element, adding flexibility and inspiration to the
Snake’s natural intuition. This year promises both challenges and exciting opportunities, which encourages
us to balance our wisdom with openness. By embracing the wisdom of the Snake and the flexibility of the
Wood elements, we can anticipate a transformative year ahead.

Jing holds a PhD in management from Deakin University and a Master of Education from Monash
University. She is currently working as a specialist in consulting on Learning and Teaching practices at RMIT
University. Jing comes with the lived experience of the delicate balance between two languages and two
cultures.

Lisa Hollingsworth and Christina Branagan Friday 24 Jan 10.30am

What does heritage mean for Boroondara? 25XSUM19

Lisa Hollingsworth, 2023-2024 Boroondara mayor and chair of the Heritage Advisory Committee, and
Christina Branagan, convener of Boroondara Heritage Group Advocacy Protection (GAP) will discuss their
roles in advising on the conservation and protection of Boroondara’s local heritage including current
protection issues. Both presenters will give a short presentation on their role in preserving Boroondara’s
heritage, identifying houses and precincts worthy of heritage protection and advocating for heritage
legislation at State Government. There will be plenty of time to ask Lisa and Christina questions on how
heritage conservation works and its implications.

Roger Creed Friday Jan 24 12.00pm

Influence of Richard Wagner on the arts in general with music & text from “Die Meistersinger”
25XSUMO020

Wagner influenced all facets of the arts including painting, music, drama, literature and philosophical
movements. He was a towering innovator. This 2025 final Summer School session will be one to indulge
yourself in the influence of Robert Wagner with music and text from “Die Meistersinger”.

Roger’s session will be followed by a social time with wine and cheese.

BOOK EXCHANGE
The Book Exchange will operate in the foyer throughout Summer School.

SUMMER GAMES PROGRAM

These sessions will be held in Rooms 1 and 2. Please enrol for each session you plan to attend.

Summer Bridge with Claus Gyrn

Duplicate bridge for experienced players only. You must come with a partner.
Summer Bridge 1 Monday 13 Jan, 1pm - 4.30pm 25XSuUM21
Summer Bridge 2 Monday 20 Jan, 1pm - 4.30pm 25XSUM22

Mahjong with Sim Birrell

For experienced players, not beginners requiring tuition.
Summer Mahjong 1 Thursday 16 Jan, 10.30am - 12 noon  25XSUM23
Summer Mahjong 2 Thursday 23 Jan, 10.30am -12noon  25XSUM24
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