
Rules for Bicycle Riders 

Bicycle riders are allowed to ride on roads and bike paths and need to follow the same road rules 
as drivers, but there are some additional rules that apply.  

• When riding a bike, you must wear an approved helmet, securely fitted and fastened.
• Your bike must have at least one effective brake and working bell (or similar warning

device).
Lights and reflectors are required at night or in conditions of reduced visibility. Lights must
be visible from at least 200m away. This includes:

o A flashing or steady white light at the front
o A flashing or steady red light at the back
o A red reflector clearly visible at the back of the bike from 50 metres

• You can’t carry more people on your bike than what the bike is designed to carry, and all
passengers must sit on their seat.

• You can only use a mobile phone while riding to make or receive audio calls, listening to
music or as a GPS as long as the phone can be used wirelessly or is secured in a
commercially designed holder.

• Bicycle riders involved in a crash are required to give their details, and those of the owner
of the bicycle, to any person who had been injured or the owner of any property that has
been damaged.

• You can ride on the road unless signs say otherwise, and if there’s a bike lane you must
use it unless it is impractical to do so (for example, if it is blocked or there is a parked
car). Bicycles may use bus lanes unless a sign prohibits it.

• On a footpath or shared path, you must:
o Always give way to pedestrians
o Keep left unless it is impractical to do so
o Slow down and ring your bell when overtaking.

• Children aged 12 years or younger can ride on footpaths. People older than this may ride
on a footpath if they are riding with a child aged 12 or younger. Adults aged 18 years or
older can also ride on the footpath with a young child in a bike seat attached to the bike.

• You can’t ride on a footpath where signs or road markings indicate it’s not allowed (shared
bike paths can be identified by a painted bike or pedestrian on a sign or the path).

• On a shared path keep left when you are riding and give way to people on foot. Slow down
around pedestrians. Use your bell or call out to let people know you are passing. Leave
space when passing so other path users feel safe.

http://www.racv.com.au/cars-transport/road-safety/road-rules/bicycle-riders.html#safety
http://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/safety-and-road-rules/cyclist-safety/adult-bike-ed-road-rules-for-riding-a-bike-in-victoria
http://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/safety-and-road-rules/cyclist-safety/adult-bike-ed-road-rules-for-riding-a-bike-in-victoria

