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THE LANEWAYS PROJECT
The Royal Historical Society of Victoria, via 
our member George Fernando, approached 
the Monday Photography Group to see 
if the group would photograph all the 
Laneways in the City, bounded by Latrobe, 
Spring, Flinders and Spencer Streets.  A 
rather daunting 300 laneways.  

The Society is planning to republish an 
edition of Weston Bate’s Essential but 
Unplanned, a collection of black and white 
photos dating back from the late 1800s to 
1994.  We accepted the challenge and have 
uploaded over 1500 images to the Society, 
some for the new publication and the 
balance to be added to their archives.  
 
The society hosted an evening for our 
group on Thursday 11 May.  Drinks and 
nibbles were followed by three speakers.  
Di Wentworth, representing our group, 
presented 30 images and a 20-minute talk 
about our experiences and discoveries 
during this project.  Our images and talk 
were very well-received. 
 
The Society expects to launch the new 
publication by April next year. 
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The 38th Annual General Meeting of U3A Hawthorn was held on 
Wednesday 17 May 2023 with 40 members attending.

The election of the Management Committee was held and the size of the 
committee increased to 14. Two new members were welcomed to the 
committee: Victor Caune and Phil Rosengarten. It was also agreed at the 
meeting that the Annual Membership Subscription for 2024 will remain at 
$50.

The Annual Report is printed on page 7 in this newsletter. 

Councillor Victor Franco was the guest speaker at the AGM. His topic 
was ”Our Father who art in Town Hall: How and why councils pray 
(and whether or not they should?)”. Victor has taken a leading role 
in Boroondara in questioning the use of the Christian prayer at the 
commencement of each Council meeting with respect to its legality, 
inclusiveness and equality. 

He outlined the history of these prayers in Victoria and compared current 
councils’ practice. In particular he noted that prayers were not a long-
established tradition from colonial times,  but were only introduced 
around 1948.
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VISITING SPEAKERS

THE TROUBLE WITH AI

Dr Michael Wildenaeur spoke on “The trouble with AI: 
an introduction to AI and its impacts” at a Thursday 
afternoon speaker session in May. He is a Senior Lecturer 
and Research Fellow at the Centre for AI and Digital 
Ethics at the University of Melbourne. He talked about 
developments in artificial intelligence which impact 
our daily lives, and the issues of bias, inaccuracies and 
hallucinations distorting the responses. He gave examples 
in medical and financial fields, autonomous vehicles and 
recruitment modelling.

For anyone who has further interest in the whole area 
of artificial intelligence or other emerging technologies, 
CAIDE (the Centre for AI & Digital Ethics) holds numerous 
talks and seminars throughout the year. The best way to 
keep informed is to go to the CAIDE website and subscribe 
to the newsletter there unimelb.edu.au/CAIDE.

STILL THE LUCKY COUNTRY – REASONS TO BE OPTIMISTIC 
ABOUT THE FUTURE

The Politcis and Current Affairs class (Wednesday) was treated to an 
informative and entertaining presentation by Bernard Salt recently. 
Bernard is probably the best known and respected demographer in 
Australia who also speaks and writes on social and generational issues. 
His well-attended presentation, titled “Still the lucky country – Reasons 
to be optimistic about the future”, dealt with issues related to our 
increasing population, our prosperity and our coping with emerging 
technology. 

He spoke nostalgically about growing up in a small country town 
and the sense of community that it provided. He also spoke about 
the changing expectations of the new generation and the changing 
demographic shift which was the result of the pandemic. He is referred 
to humorously as the person who coined the phrase “smashed 
avocado”.

He interspersed serious commentary with light-hearted humour. All of 
us thoroughly enjoyed his presentation.

The Women and Creativity speaker series on the first Thursday 
afternoon of each month brings a range of external speakers to 
our campus. Tamara Russell (left) is a textile artist specialising in 
free machine embroidery. Environment Studies students at Deakin 
University (above) have formed the Urban Guerilla group to work as 
volunteers to rehabilitate degraded public spaces  in Melbourne.
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MARVELLOUS MELBOURNE 
WALKS

Norm Fary, George Fernando, Judy 
Hamann and Carol Lancashire led 
seven Marvellous Melbourne Walks 
in the autumn. This is the 15th year 
that Norm Fary has organised these 
very popular walks. Norm would like 
to see more volunteers to lead future 
walks and can provide resources for 
planning the walks. 

Let Reception know if you are 
interested in becoming a walk leader 
in 2024. The Flagstaff Gardens precinct walk included a visit to the The Supreme  Court Library.

NEW BIKE GROUPS

e-bike group on Thursdays - 23OUT013

If you have an e-bike and are looking for fellow riders, 
why not join the new e-bike group on Thursdays. 
Fortnightly rides start from Sinclair Avenue at 9:30am, 
and are usually around 40km on bike paths, with a stop 
for coffee. For more details and to enrol please visit the 
membership system. 

New Friday Cycling Group - 23OUT015

Kathy Manderson will lead a new Friday Intermediate 
Cycling Group commencing 2 June. Please see the 
Membership System for details.

Each of the cycling groups has a different style and 
pace. Numbers are restricted to provide a safe cycling 
environment. Please read the requirements for each 
group before enrolling.

NEWS AROUND CAMPUS

The e-bike group meet the big gorilla at Docklands.

SENIORS EXERCISE PARK

The City of Boroondara, in partnership with the 
National Ageing Research Institute, has developed 
a Seniors Exercise Park at Victoria Park, Kew. The 
park features a range of outdoor exercise equipment 
designed to help improve balance, strength, functional 
movement, range of motion and mobility. It is set 
under shade cloth and has accessible seating options 
for visitors.

In May, on a lovely autumn day,  a group of U3A 
Hawthorn members went along to learn how to use 
the equipment. Local volunteers guide participants to 
use the equipment each Tuesday and Friday morning 
from 9.30 to 11am. One of the volunteers is U3A 
Hawthorn member Roger Peacock. Everyone enjoyed 
the session and indicated they would return another 
time to use the equipment.

You are encouraged to check out this new equipment 
and take advantage of the free “Come and Try” training 
sessions on Tuesday and Friday mornings.



HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY DON COLLINS

On 15 March 2023 Don Collins turned 100. The 
Wednesday Bridge group celebrated his birthday in the 
Hall later in March. 

Don joined U3A Hawthorn in 2011 and has been a 
very active member. He was very involved in a range 
of courses and Summer School sessions. Don was a 
regular, sitting at the front, taking a keen interest. In his 
speech to the Bridge group at the birthday celebration, 
he particularly mentioned his enjoyment, over many 
years, of the Friday Philosophy with Rob Siedle, the 
law courses with Irving Miller and the computer and 
science courses with Linda Baynham. He continues to 
play Bridge and Mahjong, but is no longer driving his 
immaculate, early vintage Mercedes Benz, which was a 
common sight in the U3A carpark.
Congratulations on achieving this milestone Don. Don and his wife Anne at the Wednesday Duplicate Bridge.

NEWSLETTER EDITOR

Hi, my name is Alan Scott and I’ve taken on the role 
of U3A Hawthorn newsletter editor, starting with this 
edition. Many thanks to Carol for all the work she’s 
put in over the past few years, writing and editing the 
newsletter.

I’ve got a background in writing, although more of a 
technical nature, and I look forward to writing about 
the Hawthorn U3A campus, especially the people and 
activities that we participate in.

I’m one of the Wednesday Photography convenors 
and have been with U3A since I retired in 2018. 
Previously I was a consultant technical writer, working 
across a range of industries, mainly in the logistics and 
warehousing areas.

So, if you have any stories or articles that you would 
like to include in future newsletters, please don’t 
hesitate to contact me via email on scotta@iinet.net.
au, or phone me on 04 1122 5825.

NEW TUTORS

We welcome some new tutors who have joined us 
during the year. Jacqui Lau is taking  the Level 1 Qi 
Gong and Taichi class whilst Monika McCallum is 
absent for four months. Jacky Song has offered a new 
Yoga class on Thursday mornings starting soon. 
Petre Santry has offered a new Basic Drawing class 
which was fully enrolled on the day it was advertised.

PHOTOGRAPHY AT PHILLIP ISLAND

For the last weekend in May, around 30 members and 
partners from the Monday and Wednesday groups 
travelled to Phillip Island for a social weekend of wining 
and dining, and of course, taking a few photos. After 
getting off to a wet start on Saturday morning, the sun 
came out and we enjoyed a lovely weekend. Many 
ventured to the various island beaches and beyond, 
watched the pelicans feeding at San Remo, through to 
walking across the trestle bridge at Kilcunda, hoping to 
capture that great photo. We tried a sunset in Cowes 
on Saturday night, although it wasn’t very picturesque, 
and a couple even ventured out on Sunday morning 
for the sunrise, before enjoying a coffee at the Sunday 
foreshore market. We finished up on Sunday at Chur-
chill Island for lunch and a walk around the farm. 

We’re now looking forward to the next weekend in 
Ballarat in early October. 
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Music is flowing along in all corners of our 
establishment – our popular series Saturday 
Matinees started with another of pianist Brian 
Luo’s virtuosic performances on 26 March 
followed by a wonderful standing-room only 
concert given by the Gateway Singers on 
29 April; our choir being supported by the 
Recorder Group and flute soloist Mary Keusgen, 
and as always directed by Julie Lancashire who 
is renowned for her thoughtful programming.  

The following weekend gave us the Orchestra’s 
first concert for the year, as usual at MLC on 7 
May.  Guest director Simon Harvey presented 
a program of pure Bizet music with highlights 
being the voices of our two female soloists in 
arias from Carmen.

The Saturday Matinee on 27 May presented by 
The Polyphons, Omega Pott on violin and Sandy 
Lie on piano  took us down Memory Lane with 
the songs we loved from our younger days.

The Gateway Singers Mid-year Concert will be 
held on Saturday 17 June, “Gateway to a world 
of song”. The next Orchestra Concert will be 
conducted by David Keeffe on Sunday 8  August, 
“Scenes from Far and Near”.

Ruth Muir

MUSIC NOTES

MUSIC CONCERT DATES 

Thur 8 June	 Orchestra rehearsals commence 
	 Gateway Singers Mid-year Concert

St John’s Church Camberwell, 2.30pm
Sat 29 July	 Saturday Matinee: Jenny Lu (piano) & cello 
Sun 8 August	 Orchestra Concert, MLC, 2.30pm
Sat 26 August	 Saturday Matinee: Phillip Norris and the clarinet
Sat 23 Sept	 Saturday Matinee: Faye Goldsmith (cello) & Tim 

 Gray (piano)

Saturday Matinees are usually short music concerts on one 
Saturday each month, 2.30 - 4pm in the Hall at Sinclair Avenue 

followed by light refreshments and conversation. Members 
may bring family and friends to the Saturday matinees but 
please register yourself and let Reception know how many 

guests you are bringing as the capacity of the Hall is limited.
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PRESENTED TO THE 38TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF U3A HAWTHORN.
WEDNESDAY 17 MAY 2023. 

It gives me great pleasure to present the President’s Annual Report for U3A 
Hawthorn for 2022-2023, and it is a joy to do so face-to-face, and without masks or 
any other restrictions.

As you know our U3A Hawthorn year runs from May 2022 to May 2023. So, this 
report covers that period.

What another extraordinary year this has been for everyone at Hawthorn. It has 
been, in my opinion a year of consolidation, curriculum, concerts and community. 
Gone are the dark days of isolation, lockdowns, Zoom, masks, staying at home, 
closure of campus and panic buying of toilet rolls.

This had become the “new normal” in our Covid-19 pandemic world. Now we 
were confident in our community, but not complacent. We stay home if we were 
ill, and have booster shots where it is possible. So as more of our age cohort got 
vaccinated [and booster shots] against Covid-19, we have seen increasing numbers 
of members re-joining  our organisation, and many new members join too.

Encouragingly numbers are increasing steadily as this year progresses. Currently 
we have 1485 members, which is significantly greater than the same time last 
year. Accordingly, we have been able to consolidate our membership, bolster our 
curriculum, conduct face-to-face classes and recommence our musical programs 
with concerts. We have also reintroduced and enjoyed Excursions, the Book 
Exchange and many social gatherings. 

We have achieved a great deal this past 12 months. This has only been possible 
by the hard work of our team of volunteers, who serve in every aspect of the 
organisation. In this report I want to acknowledge and thank them for their 
contributions.

2023 commenced with our highly successful Summer School which ran for about 
3 weeks in January. Summer School participants had the privilege of listening to a 
diverse and stimulating range of Speakers on subjects from the “Real First Fleet” to 
“Chopin Delights” and much more.

All these classes were held in person in the Hall. So, members regained the 
valuable face-to-face social interaction as part of our U3A Hawthorn community 
and experienced intellectual stimulation as well. Other members played Mahjong 
and Bridge at our SAC. It was an outstanding program and special to U3A 
Hawthorn. We THANK each and every presenter, as their contributions were 
invaluable. 

None of this happens by “magic”. Summer School only happens due to the 
dedication, time and great organisational skills of the organising committee. I want 
to acknowledge and thank: Chris Stocker [Chair], Susan Heath, Julie Angus-Kiddle, 
Pam Welsford, Andrew Weatherhead and Roger Seddon for their tireless work on 
behalf of U3A Hawthorn members.

Thanks also to the members who provided AV support to the presenters during 
Summer School. The Summer School program concluded with a BBQ lunch which 
was very well attended. We thank our Master Chefs for their culinary skills. We 
were all well-nourished. 

I am pleased to report that there are about 150 Tutors/Convenors at U3A 
Hawthorn in 2023. Our curriculum is always expanding as our offerings to members 
grow as the year progresses.

Currently we have over 200 courses or activities on offer to members for calendar 
year 2023. No doubt as the year progresses new courses and new tutors will add 
to our evolving program. SPECIAL THANKS go to Carol Lancashire, our Course 
Co-Ordinator for her outstanding work in liaising with tutors, developing and 
timetabling this ever-expanding educational program.

PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2022-2023

Irving Miller
President 2019 - 

Member U3A Hawthorn 2011 -
 Tutor of Law Issues  courses

Management Committee 2013 -

Stefanie Sowerby
Vice President 2019 - 

Member U3A Hawthorn 2009 - 
Management Committee 2013 - 

Bruce Lancashire
Secretary 

Member U3A Hawthorn 2005 -
Management Committee 2008 - 

Honorary Life Member 2022
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On 25 January 2023 we held our “Tutors/Convenors and Volunteers Lunch and 
Briefing” at Leonda. About 140 guests attended in a splendid setting and very 
positive atmosphere. The opportunity to see so many of our tutors and volunteers 
in person, and mixing freely, with energy and enthusiasm, was a joy in itself. This 
event was an outstanding success and a great occasion for us to get together, 
exchange ideas and receive a detailed briefing on U3AH operational matters for 
2023.

The contribution of volunteers who had completed 10 years of service and are 
continuing to do so were acknowledged with an award at the luncheon. The 9 
recipients were: David Spivakovsky [Current Affairs], Sue Waller [Management 
Committee, Office Manager and Reception], Janina Noga [Mahjong], Bernadette 
Reeders [Reception and Literature Groups], Layton Moss [Jazz], Ellen Stoddart 
[Treasurer, Management Committee and reception], Graham Pratt [Short Courses 
and Summer School], Janina Noga [Mah-jong], Layton Moss [Jazz for Enjoyment] 
and myself [Management Committee and Issues in the Law].

It is pleasing to record that we have not been subject to any lockdowns in 2022-
2023. In fact, most Covid-19 restrictions were rescinded during that period. 
Nevertheless, we encouraged members to stay at home, away from classes if 
they had any Covid-19 like symptoms, and to get booster shots. Some members 
continue to wear a mask in classes, and they are encouraged to do so, if they wish. 
In essence the business of U3A Hawthorn has returned to normal; as before the 
pandemic.

The Orchestra, the Choir and the Saturday Matinees resumed in the past year. 
Since the significant easing of restrictions in early 2022, our musical program has 
become bigger and better than ever.

In August 2022 our Saturday Matinee series showcased Vietnamese traditional 
music and dance presented by the Vietnamese Cultural Association and Bach 
Viet Dance company. It was a very colourful occasion and greatly appreciated by 
an enthusiastic audience. This year’s series commenced with Brian Luo a young 
virtuoso pianist perform to an audience of 40 members and guests in the Hall in 
March 2023.

On Saturday 29 April 2023 our choir, the “Gateway Singers” under Choirmaster 
Julie Lancashire accompanied by Roger Creed on the piano, performed a series 
of “rounds” to the delight of a large audience. This group of musicians was ably 
supported by our recorder group which played their own repertoire.  Members 
can look forward to monthly Saturday Matinees for the rest of the year, thanks to 
the dedicated work and planning by Life Member, Ruth Muir; thank you Ruth. 

The Orchestra performed at the James Tatoulis Auditorium, MLC on Sunday 14 
August 2022 under the baton of Marie Louise Wright. The program featured 
Dvořák’s Symphony No 8 and Leonard Bernstein’s West Side Story. The concert 
was very well received by an enthusiastic audience of members and guests.
The first Orchestra concert for 2023 was held on Sunday 7 May at MLC. This 
program was all Bizet, And, of course featured his famed Carmen. The musicians 
and guest singers under Concert Master, Jaynee Russell-Clarke, delighted a large 
audience of 135. 

In 2022 our choir, the Gateway Singers resumed weekly face-to-face practice in 
the Parkview Room at the Camberwell Civic Centre. The choir is most ably and 
enthusiastically led by Julie Lancashire, with piano accompaniment by Roger 
Creed. We thank Julie, Roger and all singers for their contribution to such an 
important part of our musical program.

Since the last AGM the choir performed at St. John’s Anglican Church in 
Camberwell in June 2022 to celebrate Queen Elizabeth II’s Diamond Jubilee.
On Sunday 2 October 2022 the Gateway Singers joined with members of U3A 
Box Hill/Deepdene as part of Senior’s Week at The Edge, Federation Square. This 
performance was also led by our  Choir Master, Julie Lancashire. 

2022 culminated with a very successful Christmas concert on Saturday 19 
November again at St. John’s Church. Since then the choir performed as part of 
our Saturday Matinee series [as previously reported].

We added to our extensive musical program by the creation of the Acoustic Guitar 
Group in August 2022, led by Peter Rogers.

Ellen Stoddart
Treasurer 2020 - 

Member U3A Hawthorn 2007 - 
Management Committee 2020 - 

Ron Box
Chair Program Planning 2022

Member U3A Hawthorn 2018 - 
Management Committee 2020 - 

David Bennett
Member U3A Hawthorn 2010 - 
Management Committee 2013 - 

Victor Caune
Member U3A Hawthorn 2022 - 
Management Committee 2023 - 
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On Friday 25 November 2022 we held a “BBQ End of Year Function” at our 
SAC. What a wonderful occasion it was. The weather was kind to us, and about 
80 members enjoyed the sausage sizzle, veggie burghers, muffins and music. 
Everyone was in good spirit, keen to eat, drink and talk together on this social 
occasion. Thanks to our Master Chefs Ron Box, Harvey Sowerby and Nathan Feld.

During 2022-2023 with the easing of restrictions our Excursion program was re-
instated. This is a very popular activity which sees our members visit the wider 
community, and do so in an engaging  social atmosphere, as well as experiencing 
educational outcomes. Thanks to Joan Harding and her team for this important 
and stimulating part of our program.
  
The Book Exchange which was shut down during the “Covid-19 years”; re-
opened in 2022-2023. It is now flourishing again, and many members take the 
opportunity to add to their personal libraries by picking up a free book. Julie 
Angus-Kiddle and her team are responsible for this successful activity and we 
warmly thank them for their dedicated work.

We continue to maintain an excellent relationship with Swinburne University of 
Technology. I am delighted to report its Vice-Chancellor and President, Professor 
Pascale Quester, continues to act as our Patron. We look forward to continuing 
our positive relationship with the University.
 
We gratefully acknowledge the support of the Boroondara Council for our 
wonderful campus, and for the community-based lease access to venues such 
as the Parkview Room at the Camberwell Library, the Frog Hollow Pavilion and 
the Robinson Road Pavilion.  The team at Aged Services with whom we liaise, 
together with those in Facilities Management, deserve our special gratitude for 
their support, availability, assistance and ease of dealing with the  issues we raise 
with them.
 
No Annual Report could be tabled without acknowledging the outstanding 
contributions made by our many volunteers including: receptionists, database, 
AV support, gardening group and catering group. Then there are the tutors/
convenors, committee members, each of whom generously and tirelessly give of 
themselves, for the benefit of us all. 

The success of U3A Hawthorn is based primarily on the valued and significant 
contribution of the many members who so freely donate and share their time, 
skill, expertise and knowledge in the running our organisation. 
What would we do without you?  THANK YOU EVERYONE.

At the end of 2022 several tutors of year-long courses retired after years of 
voluntary service. We thank them so much for their time and expertise; they are: 
Jean Giese [Literature], Clare Carlson [Gardening Group], Linda Kost [Tai Chi], 
Barbara Gibson [Photoshop Elements], Zaiming Pan [Mandarin], Peter Gillett 
[Cryptic Crosswords], Michael Gordon [Photography Group], Noel Speering 
[Photography Group], and Gracia Baylor [French]. The November Newsletter 
had an extensive profile on each of these retirees. We wish them well in their 
retirement and look forward to seeing them around campus for many years to 
come.

On a very sad note, we learnt of the death of Michael Cousins during the past 
year. Michael had been an active member of the U3AH Orchestra for many years, 
and volunteered his “Avalon Jazz Band” to perform at a number of our musical 
events in recent years.  And we were saddened to learn of the death in Noosa of 
John Cook, a former photography tutor for 10 years until he moved interstate. 
He was greatly admired by all who took his photography classes. They are missed 
but not forgotten.

On a happier note two of our members celebrated their 100th birthdays.
Pamela Rogers, an Honorary Life Member did so on 7 November 2022. Whilst 
she is in care and suffering some memory loss, her son, Tim, reports that she still 
remembers U3A Hawthorn fondly on her more lucid days.

Don Collins, a much-loved active member turned 100 in March 2023. We wish 
Don congratulations on this wonderful achievement. May he have good health 
and happiness for many years to come.

In October 2022 the Management Committee reviewed, amended and adopted 

Lily Lau
Member U3A Hawthorn 2018 - 
Management Committee 2021 - 

Nathan Feld
Member U3A Hawthorn 2012 - 
Management Committee 2018 - 
Tutor: History & Current Affairs

Carol Lancashire
Course Co-ordinator 2015 - 

Member U3A Hawthorn 2011 - 
Management Committee 2021 - 

Fay Maglen
Member U3A Hawthorn 2007 -
Management Committee 2022 - 
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version 5 of our Code of Conduct. This critical policy applies to all members, 
tutors, convenors and volunteers. A copy of the Code can be easily accessed on 
our U3A Hawthorn website.

The running of U3A Hawthorn involves a huge workload, and endless hours 
of dedicated work in a challenging and complex environment. It can only be 
undertaken successfully with the support and contribution of some very special 
people. 

I would like to acknowledge the leading contributors to our U3A during the past 
12 months: 
Stefanie Sowerby: Vice President, MC member, Readman Committee and 
Catering
Bruce Lancashire: Secretary, UMAS, U3A Network, A/V technology, Zoom, MC 
member etc. 
Ellen Stoddart: Treasurer, Rules Review Sub Committee, MC member and Book 
Exchange, Reception
Carol Lancashire: Curriculum Coordinator, MC member and PPC member
Ruth Muir: Saturday Matinees & MC member
Harvey Sowerby: Campus Manager
Nigel Hannam: External Venues and Office Liaison, Reception
Joan Harding: Excursions
Clare Carlson: Gardening Group Convenor [2022]
Judy McPherson: Gardening Group Convenor [2023]
Julie McNaughton: Catering 
Sue Waller: MC member, Reception
David Bennett: Minutes Secretary, Choir Liaison & MC member
Ron Box: Program Planning Committee Chair and MC member
Chris Stocker: Summer School 2023
Julie Angus-Kiddle: Book Exchange, Archives and Summer School
Judy Hamann: Readman Committee
Toni Nigro: Membership Co-ordinator
Nathan Feld: MC member and Tutor
Lily Lau: MC member and Reception

Many of those mentioned above have committees which work with them. The 
work of these committees is invaluable. Without this work our organisation 
would simply not function. Thank you to all members who contribute to the 
running of our U3A.

Finally, I would like to thank the Management Committee and ALL MEMBERS for 
the privilege of serving U3A Hawthorn, as President, for the past twelve months. 
It has been an honour to do so.

Irving Miller
President, U3A Hawthorn

 

Ruth Muir
Member U3A Hawthorn 1996 - 
Management Committee 1998 - 

Sue Waller
Member U3A Hawthorn 2009 - 
Management Committee 2018 - 

Phil Rosegarten
Member U3A Hawthorn 2018 - 
Management Committee 2023 - 



CAN YOU HELP?
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2024 Summer School
8-19 January 2024 

Planning for next year’s Summer School starts shortly. 
A group of six  members will meet in June to begin 
developing the program: deciding the topics of likely 
interest to the wider membership, contacting quality 
speakers/presenters and finalising the two week 
program. 

We are keen to seek your input into Summer School. 
You can be involved in several ways:

•	 If you would like to have a particular TOPIC, we 
ask you to let us know about it.

•	 If you know of a really good SPEAKER and their 
area of expertise, let us know.

•	 If you would like to JOIN the planning group 
between June and December [meeting 
approximately monthly], you will be most 
welcome. 

•	 If you are interested in helping with the AV 
system in the Hall to support the presentations 
in January, we do need extra members to assist. 
Training on the AV system will be provided. 

We are looking forward to putting on another Summer 
School that continues a long tradition of successful, 
interesting programs. Should you wish to contribute in 
any of the above ways, please contact me to discuss 
your ideas and possible input. 

Andrew Weatherhead
Convenor, U3A Hawthorn Summer School 

Volunteers Wanted
There are several areas where we are seeking 
volunteers. We depend on volunteers to ensure that 
we are able to offer an interesting and vibrant program 
of courses and activities.

OFFICE MANAGER
The Office Manager is responsible for the management 
and supervision of all aspects of the office. This 
is undertaken in liaison with the Management 
Committee, working with a team of volunteer 
receptionists. The needs of the members are the focus 
of all aspects of office management. 

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE
We would like offer more opportunities and activities 
for social interaction. We are seeking a small group of 
people willing to form a committee, with the guidance 
of the Program Planning Committee, to design and 
implement such a program.

AUDIO-VISUAL SUPPORT PEOPLE
Many of our courses and activities use audio-visual 
resources, especially in the hall. We need people 
willing to undertake training in the use of our audio-
visual facilities to be able to provide support for tutors 
and presenters, both during the year and for Summer 
School.

TUTORS
Whilst the main call for new tutors and convenors 
will take place around September for 2024 courses, 
there are opportunities for people to offer courses and 
presentations in the second half of this year. 

Specifically:
•	 This year there is a need for an Italian Year 2 

tutor.
•	 There are opportunities for single session 

general interest presentations on Thursday 
afternoons

•	 There is some availability for short courses in the 
second half of the year. Come and share your 
knowledge and interests.

•	 In 2024 we are very keen to obtain more 
language tutors: French, German, Italian, 
Japanese, Mandarin. Do you know of anyone 
who may be willing to take a role in 2024?

If you would like to discuss any of these roles please 
contact Carol Lancashire courses@u3ahawthorn.org.au 
or leave your name at Reception so Carol can contact 
you.

Kathy Ward offered a short course Charades Plus in 
May, providing a convivial get-together to have fun. 
We would welcome more social activities such as this, 
opportunities for people to gather and meet other 
members.
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“Wonderful”
“A fantastic and engaging speaker”

“Terrific lecture”
“Outstanding”

These are just some of the accolades for our most recent Derek Readman speaker, Julian Gardner AM.  He has had 
a long and stellar career as a human rights lawyer and is the current chair of the Voluntary Assisted Dying Review 
Board. A brilliant speaker, he engaged our audience with his expert knowledge, astute observations and compassion. 

This is what the Derek Readman lecture series is all about, inviting outstanding speakers who are specialists in their 
own field to share their expertise and understanding with us.  Other recent speakers have been Victor Majzner, a 
celebrated artist and educator, and Dr Peter Evans, who gave evidence into the Royal Commission into Institutional 
Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. 

We provide refreshments at the end of each lecture which is an opportunity for the audience to discuss the lecture 
informally or just chat with others in a social setting.

Lectures are scheduled two to three times a year, usually on a Thursday afternoon, covering an extensive range of 
topics and themes with the exception of those which promote political parties or causes. We advertise lectures in 
advance on the electronic notice board in the reception area, in the Newsletter, Gateways and flyers that are placed 
in reception and each class room. Keep your eyes open for what is coming up. The series is open to members of U3A 
Hawthorn only, and you must enrol for each lecture using the membership system; the lectures are listed under 
“Readman” in Courses. 

Many members are involved in ensuring that the lectures are a success including the committee, the catering team, 
those who help out on the day and of course you, the audience.

If you know of anyone you think would fit the bill to deliver a Derek Readman lecture, feel free to contact me through 
Carol, our course coordinator, via email: courses@u3ahawthorn.org.au.

Our next lecture, “Three Years in Beijing: Living and Travelling in China” on Thursday 15 June, will be presented by 
historian and author David Walker.  On 12 October the lecture will be delivered by Professor Kate Burridge, Professor 
of Linguistics at Monash University and Fellow of both the Australian Academy of the Humanities and the Academy 
of Social Sciences in Australia. Her topic will be “A Peculiar Language— Early Australian English and Beyond”.  These 
lectures promise to be fascinating and compelling presentations. We look forward to seeing you there.

Judy Hamann
Convenor Derek Readman Lecture Series

Every one a winner: 
the Derek Readman lecture series

Now that winter is fast approaching, what better time to stock up on reading material for those cold rainy days.

Come along to the Book Exchange from the third Monday of the month and select from our collection of items. 
Apart from taking books to read straight away, it’s good to keep a secret stash at home ‘just in case’.

In coming months we are hoping to have a theme each month and are looking for items for those. In particular, 
we would like travel guides and maps, art and craft books, gardening, history, biographies, languages and of 
course we always welcome fiction books and jigsaw puzzles. Small bags of books can be left at reception. Please 
contact me before leaving boxes of books as we have limited storage.

We look forward to seeing you at the next exchange.

Happy reading. 

Julie Angus-Kiddle and the Book Exchange Team
jangusk@gmail.com

BOOK EXCHANGE

Dates 2023:
	 June 19-23
	 July 17-21
	 August 21-25
	 September 18-22
	 October 16-20
	 November 20-24
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Three Years in Beijing: Living and travelling in China 

 
with 

 
David Walker AM 

 

 

 
    When: Thursday 15 June 2023  
                  2.00-3.30 pm 

 
Where: Main Hall Sinclair Ave Campus 

 
David Walker AM is an Australian historian who has for many years carried out research on Australia’s responses 
to Asia from the mid-nineteenth century to the present. He has travelled widely in Asia including Indonesia, Japan 
and India. From 2013 to 2016, he spent three years living in Beijing as the inaugural BHP Professor of Australian 
Studies at Peking University. During this time, he taught classes on Australian history and culture to Chinese 
students at Peking University and at other universities in Beijing. He travelled extensively through China visiting 
many Australian Studies Centres throughout the country and became good friends with Professor Li Yao, the 
foremost translator of Australian writing into Chinese. According to the Chinese zodiac, both men are Roosters, of 
the same age but one was born in Adelaide, South Australia, the other in Li Village, Inner Mongolia. David and Li 
Yao have recently completed a dual memoir and family history: Happy Together: bridging the Australia China 
divide (MUP, 2022). 

 
ENROL FOR THIS LECTURE 

 
The Derek Readman Lectures are open to all members of U3A Hawthorn, but registration is essential. 
Please enrol in this lecture (23READ01) online u3ahawthorn.org.au/members or register at Reception. 

Refreshments will be provided. 

 
THIS IS A DEREK READMAN LECTURE 

 
This series of lectures is named after Derek Readman. The lectures cover a wide range of topics  

and subject delivered by experts in their field. 
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“A Peculiar Language” — Early Australian English and Beyond 

Professor Kate Burridge FAHA FASSA 
 

 

 
 

When: Thursday 12 October 2023  
2.00 - 3.30 pm 

 
Where: Main Hall Sinclair Ave Campus 

 
23READ03 

 
Edward Wakefield in his Letter from Sydney (1829) used the description “a peculiar language” to portray the pot-
pourrie of different dialects that eventually gave rise to Australian English. This talk will look at some of the early 
factors that shaped this peculiar language, as well as some of the factors that are shaping it today. 

Kate Burridge is Professor of Linguistics at Monash University and Fellow of both the Australian Academy of the 
Humanities and the Academy of Social Sciences in Australia. Her main areas of research are language change (focus 
on changing vocabulary and grammar), the notion of linguistic taboo, the structure and history of English, popular 
perceptions of language (and fall-out). She has authored / edited more than 25 books on different aspects of 
language. Her most recent books are: Forbidden Words: Taboo and the censoring of language (with Keith Allan, 
2006); Gift of the Gob: Morsels of English language history (2010); Wrestling with Words and Meanings (with Réka 
Benczes, 2014); Understanding Language Change (with Alex Bergs 2018); Introducing English Grammar (with Kersti 
Börjars, 2019); For the Love of Language (with Tonya Stebbins 2019); Exploring the Ecology of World Englishes in the 
Twenty-First Century (with Pam Peters 2021).  Kate is a regular presenter of language segments on radio and writes 
for The Conversation; she was a weekly panelist on ABC TV’s Can We Help (2007-11) and has given a TEDx Talk 
Telling it like it isn’t (youtube.com/watch?v=tpCTgNyA3DY).  

 
ENROL FOR THIS LECTURE 

 
The Derek Readman Lectures are open to all members of U3A Hawthorn, but registration is essential. 
Please enrol in this lecture (23READ03) online u3ahawthorn.org.au/members or register at Reception. 

Refreshments will be provided. 
 

THIS IS A DEREK READMAN LECTURE 
 

This series of lectures is named after Derek Readman. The lectures cover a wide range of topics  
and subjects delivered by experts in their field. 



VALE JOHN COOK
John Cook changed our lives ……he introduced us to 
the How of WOW of Photography.

I hear John’s voice in my head instructing me every 
time I pick up my camera. Sometimes he sits on my left 
shoulder and says ‘there is a picture here.’ On a new 
location John walks besides me and says ‘lets explore 
and be curious.’

   ‘See what others don’t see’                             
‘Foreground, lighting, contrast, texture’

I met John when I enrolled in the Introduction to 
Photography Course at U3A Hawthorn Victoria in 2008. 
John retired from his portrait photography business 
and decided to share his photography skills. He 
developed a practical teaching manual called ‘The 
How of WOW”. He initially approached U3A Hawthorn 
thinking he would organise ongoing short courses. 
A small compact camera and a computer with the 
Picasa program for post production were the basic 
requirements needed to participate in the course. 
Following the introductory courses, two separate 
groups quickly emerged on Monday and Wednesday 
mornings in 2009. These became permanent fixtures 
on the Hawthorn Curriculum and continue today, with 
many of the original members still participating.

Our Photography program included a fortnightly ‘Out 
and About’ exploring the City of  Melbourne and 
surrounding suburbs. The following week a ‘Show and 
Tell’ where images were shown and critical appraisal 
occurred. We gained knowledge and techniques 
at these sessions and group bonding occurred. We 
valued each other’s presentations and initially shared 
the anxiety about exposing our inner creativity. The 
outcome was respect for each other’s ability and 
creative expression. Everyone grew from the cross-
pollination of ideas.

Very early on, a weekend away program started, and 
twice a year we would travel to country areas, and 
stay overnight. We indulged ourselves by rising early 
to capture sunrises. We reviewed our images and 
shared special breakfast times at country cafes. On 
most weekends away partners attended, enjoying the 
fun and new friends. Everyone loved meeting John’s 
delightful wife Narelle who supported him in all his 
endeavours.  
 
John’s enthusiasm was infectious and gave us the 
confidence to approach perfect strangers in order 
to include them in certain images. John believed 
composition was the most important ingredient. 
He stood out in many ways.  He was ‘a larger-than-
life-personality’ gregarious and loud and he wore a 
large smile. Most people loved his banter and easy 
entertaining style. He never tired of looking at images 
and sharing his eye for detail. 

While on winter holidays in 2019 John and Narelle 
realised that Noosa Ville was their dream place to live. 
They purchased a property, returned to Melbourne, 
sold their Box Hill home and migrated north to live in 
Utopia in early 2020.

In 2021 John was diagnosed with an aggressive cancer 
and he died eighteen months later surrounded by 
his family and friends. John leaves a huge legacy 
and we will remember his special ability to share his 
knowledge, skills and experience of photography. He 
highlighted the importance of making and keeping 
old friends. He lived his life filled with passion and he 
modelled how we can do this too! 

John’s name comes up in conversation frequently and 
his ideas continue to be shared. Sometimes there is 
controversy, but always with a smile. John left us with a 
beacon of light to guide our photography in the future, 
and he built special friendship networks that continue 
to shine

How lucky were we to enrol in U3A WOW photography 
at Hawthorn!  Famous last words   ‘KEEP IT SIMPLE 
SWEETHEART’   John you are locked in our hearts and 
memories forever!                                      Ruthie Scharley

How sad! John seemed like someone who would live 
forever. He will live forever, in our hearts. A wonderful 
teacher with a larger-than-life personality who 
was loved by everyone who had the good fortune 
to be in his class. I feel immensely grateful to him.                   
Garry 

I can’t think of anyone I have ever met who wrung 
so much out of every minute of life.  His love of 
people, acceptance of every human foible, passion for 
photography, the great outdoors, exploring new places 
and new ideas was infectious. He instilled confidence 
in the most timid of us and was always generous with 
his time and knowledge.  R.I.P John. A privilege to have 
known you.                                                                          Di

So very sad to hear of John’s passing. He was such a 
kind and generous man and will be missed so much.      
Anne

The weekend away with WOW at Anglesea was one 
of the best that I can remember. We loved having our 
holiday house filled with WOWERS. John really knew 
how to get us focused.                                                     Bill

He taught us so much and was very enthusiastic with 
his photography.                                                           Jenny
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EXCURSIONS - JUNE TO NOVEMBER 2023
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BOOKING POLICY 
Enrolment in Excusions is done in the same way as enrolling in all other courses. You are encouraged to enrol 

online using the Membership system u3ahawthorn.org.au/members or by visiting Reception. Telephone or email 
enrolments are not accepted. Excursions are for Members of U3A Hawthorn only.
All tour fees are payable at the time of enrolment, either online or at Reception.

Bookings close 14 days prior to tour departure date. 

For further queries, please contact Joan Harding on 9813 3974 or 0408 366 987

CANCELLATION POLICY 
For cancellations made 14 days or less prior to the scheduled departure, no refund will be made.

________________________________________

23EXC005       LET’S LUNCH AT WILLIAM ANGLISS FINE DINING RESTAURANT

Date: Monday 19 June
Cost: $35 includes three courses: entrée, main and dessert     Drinks at the bar
Meet: 550 Little Lonsdale Street Melbourne
Time: 12 noon
Limit: 29 persons

Always a winner, sample one of Melbourne’s best value dining experiences. Established by William Angliss to train 
final year apprentice chefs and hospitality students. Enjoy time out, dine with a friend for an exceptional lunch.

Pay on enrolment.
Please wear your name badge.

________________________________________

23EXC006                   TOUR OF MELBOURNE MEDICAL HISTORY MUSEUM

Date: Wednesday 19 July
Cost: No cost
Meet: Located on Level 2, Brownless Biomedical Library (Building 182) which is behind the 
Medical Building on Gratton Street Enter Gate 10, Gratton Street and follow Kernot Road
Melways Reference: X871J6
Time: 10:30am
Limit: 25 persons

Explore, enquire and enjoy the social history of medicine and its role in society through a diverse exhibition program. 
Visit the 19th century Savoy and Moore Pharmacy, complete with pharmaceutical jars and equipment.The Museum is 

for those inquisitive about medicine’s contribution to the scientific and community well being.
Please wear your name badge.

________________________________________

23EXC007    MALVERN THEATRE COMPANY PRESENTS “THE THIRD ACT” BY EMMA WOOD

Date: Saturday 26 August, Matinee
Cost: $25 per person
Meet: The theatre at 29 Burke Road, Malvern East. Easy parking
Time: 1:45pm, for 2:00pm start
Limit: 20 tickets

A tale of complex family relationships. Faced with the approaching marriage of her daughter, Sue is forced to come to 
terms with her own very different circumstances. A great afternoon’s entertainment.

Pay on enrolment
Please wear your name badge.

________________________________________



VISIT TO THE ARCHIBALD PRIZE EXHIBITION
- September -

Details to be confirmed. This will be advertised and put on the membership website 
when the date and details are confirmed.

________________________________________

23EXC009      EXPLORE THE HISTORIC CENTRE OF BALLARAT GUIDED WALKING TOUR

Date: Wednesday 11 October – from 10:15am in Ballarat
Cost: No cost
Depart from Melbourne   Meet: Southern Cross Station
Time: Train leaves Southern Cross at 8:36am, arriving at 10:01pm
Check times closer to the day, as always subject to change
If travelling separately: Meet: Entrance lobby to the Ballarat Railway Station
Time: 10:15am
Limit: 20 persons
Returning Time: Train leaves Ballarat at 3:24pm or 4:48pm

This is a guided walking tour of around 1.5 to 2 hours
Parking is timed close to the station. Beware.

Bring your own lunch or have lunch in the Art Gallery cafe or a local pub.
After lunch, you may independently visit the Art Gallery, The Museum of Australian

Democracy Eureka, the Botanic Gardens with the Prime Minister’s Avenue and War Memorial, the  
Tram Museum or further explore the city centre.

Norm Fary grew up in Ballarat, and will lead the excursion.
Gold was first found around Ballarat in 1851 and it became a prosperous settlement. Like

Melbourne, the wealth brought by gold in the 1880s in particular, is reflected in the collection
of fine buildings in the centre of the city today. Admire the City Hall, banks, churches and

cathedrals, a railway station, law courts, offices and more.
Please wear your name badge. 

________________________________________

Tramboat cruise
In March, U3A members cruised on the Tramboat 
from the Marina Dockland Ferry Terminal, down 

through the Port of Melbourne and up the 
Maribyrnong River to Poyntons Nursery.
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CURRICULUM UPDATE  - JUNE 2023
These courses have been added since the publication of the March Curriculum Update. Details of each course can be 

viewed on the Membership website u3ahawthorn.org.au/members.

Please note: whilst some of the courses are full at this stage, positions may arise so you are welcome to put yourself 
on the waitlist and you will be contacted if a position becomes available.

23ART004	 Basic Drawing: still life and  portraits        Tutor: Petre Santry                            
	 2nd & 4th Thursday from 13 July,  11.30am, West Room

23BRI001	 Bridge for Beginners       Tutors: Clem Gruen & Mary McCarthy
	 Weekly from Tuesday 22 August, 11.30am, Hall

23COM012          	Managing Passwords on Apple Devices              Tutor: Pam Welsford
	 Single session Wednesday 13 September, 9.45am West Room
	
23COM013         	 Becoming a More Efficient Online Searcher Using Google     Tutor: Pam Welsford
	 Single session, Friday 15 September, 11.30am, West Room

23COM014          	Simple On-line Games and a Few Hacks      Tutor: Pam Welsford.
	 Single session Friday 6 October, 11.30am West Room

23COM015          	Uploading, Organising and Searching Documents in the Apple Files app    Tutor: Pam Welsford
	 Single session, Wednesday 11 October, 9.45am, West Room

23COM016          	Introduction to Spreadsheeting         Tutor: Pam Welsford
	 Single session, Friday 20 October, 11.30am, West Room

23COM017          The iPhotos app       Tutor: Pam Welsford      
	 From Wednesday 8 November (3 sessions), 9.45am, West Room 

23COM018	 Useful websites and apps for the non-tech savvy    Tutor: Adrian Guest
	 single session Wednesday 28 June, 1.30pm, West Room

23EXC005	 Excursion - Lunceon at William Angliss
	 Monday 19 July, 12 noon

23EXC006	 Excursion - Tour of Melbourne Medical History Museum
	 Wednesday 19 July, 10.30am

23EXC007	 Malvern Theatre Company performance - The Third Act
	 Saturday 26 August, 2pm

23EXC009	   Excursion - Explore the historic centre of Ballarat, guided walking tour    Tutor: Norm Fary
	 Wednesday 11 October

23FIT016	 Yoga – Thursday morning         Tutor: Jacky Song
	 Weekly from Thursday 8 June, 10am, Robinson Road Pavilion

23FOOF01	 Wine and cheese tasting      Convenor: Carol Lancashire
	 Weekly from Friday Friday 14 July (5 sessions), 3pm, West Room

23HEA008	 Inner Self Meditation Term 3   Tutor: Kirti Baxi
	 Weekly from Thursday 13 July (9 sessions), 11.30am, South Room

23HUM017	 Chip War: Gobal semiconductors wars       Tutor: David Dorward
	 weekly from Tuesday 8 August (2 sessions), 1.30pm, Hall

23HUM024	 China Today Term 3 (Zoom)   Tutor: Albert Ip
	 weekly from Monday 14 August (3 sessions), 1.30pm Zoom

23HUM025 	 Aboriginal Australia and Colonialism to the Present   Tutor: Claude Baxter
	 weekly from Friday 14 July, 11.30am, Hall
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23HUM034	 Reconstructing Australia’s Migration Policy - Post-COVID Options and Issues    
	 Presenter: Em Prof  Lesleyanne Hawthorn
	 single session Thursday 29 June, 2pm, Hall

23HUM035	 Australian Refugee policy - Whatever happened to a fair go?   
	 Presenter: Grandmothers for Refugees
	 single session Thursday 10 August, 2pm, Hall

23HUM036	 Australia’s International Development Programs: How your tax dollars are used to improve the  
	 health of those in most need in the Asia-Pacific Region.        Presenter Prof Robert Power AM
	 single session Thursday 19 October, 2pm, Hall

23HUM037	 Hone your Presentation Skills   Tutor: David Bruce
	 Single session Wednesday 22 November, 11.30am, Room 2.

23HUM038	 Laneways of Melbourne’s CBD  Presenter: Di Wentworth & Monday Photography Group
	 Single session Thursday 31 August, 2pm, Hall

23HUM039	 Life as a Foreign Correspondent   Presenter: Garry Barker
	 Single session Thursday 14 September, 2pm, Hall

23LIT009	 Adventurers Book Club    Convenor: Victor Caune
	 Monthly 4th Tuesday from 26 September, 9.30am Tooronga Community Room

23OUT015	 Intermediate Cycling Group       Convenor: Kathy Manderson
	 Weekly from Friday 2 June, 9.15am

23READ03	 Derek Readman Lecture - Professor Kate Burridge
	 Thursday 12 October, 2pm, Hall

23TRA005	 Armchair Travel: The Magnificent Gardens of Japan        Presenter: Terry Hastings
	 Single session, Thursday 22 June, 2pm, Hall

23TRA006	 Armchair Travel: The Complete Kimberley         Presenter: Lily Lau
	 Single session Thursday 27 July, 2pm, Hall

23TRA007	 Armchair Travel: Egypt Jordan & Israel       Presenter: Nathan Feld
	 Single session Thursday 24 August, 2pm Hall

23TRA008	 Armchair Travel: Africa: from Cape Town to Victoria Falls        Presenter: Judy McPherson
	 Single session Thursday 28 September, 2pm Hall

23TRA009	 Armchair Travel: Bhutan: Kingdom of Happiness, Land of the Thunder Dragon  
	 Presenter: Sue Steegstra
	 Single session Thursday 26 October 2pm Hall

23TRA010	 Armchair Travel: Antarctica             Presenter: Victor Caune
	 Single session Thursday 23 November, 2pm Hall
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