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WE ARE DELIGHTED TO ANNOUNCE OUR:

WINTER, MORNING CONCERT

presented by
OUR OWN U3 A CHOIR

Director: Judith Chipman

Tuesday 22 June at 10.30 a.m.
~ Chandelier Room, Hawthorn Town _Hall

Donation for the event is $4, which includes a sandwich lunch

which will be served at the end of the concert.
The donation will be collected on the day, but please book for
the concert with our office, indicating if you are staying to lunch,
“80 thiat-we can cater accuraiely.
Your friends are most welcome.

- IT WOULD BE A WONDERFUL IDEA IF EVERYONE COULD REMEMBER TO WEAR THEIR NAME

BADGES!
After all, our memories are understandably not as good as they were, and it does seem friendlier not to call every

person you are taking to ‘Er...".

WARNING — THE LATEST SCAM

The police have advised that members of the public are receiving telephone calls from an
individual identifying himself as an AT & T service technician, who states that he is conducting a
test on your telephone line. He says that to complete the test you should dial nine (9), zero (0),
hash sign (#), then hang up. The victim who reported this then became suspicious and refused.

On contacting the telephone company, police were informed that by dialling 90# you give the
requesting individual full access to your telephone line, which allows him to place long-distance
calls billed to your home number. This information has been verified and is definitely possible.

Do not dial 90# for anyone!




OF INTEREST TO OUR LITERATURE STUDENTS?

For last year’s Christmas break-up lunch of Pamela Rogers’ weekly book-reading class, one of its
members, Mary Marshall, composed an ‘Ode to Pam and her Gods and sister Goddesses: her
would-be muses of Wakefield Street’. We would like to share it with other students who may be
reading the same books.

In One Crowded Hour or two, every Tuesday at ten,

Time Bends and words move,

Not in an Anthem to Doomed Youth,

Nor a hymn to The Highways to War,

Nor in suspended disbelief at The Death of a River Guide,
Nor the death of a daughter, in flawlessly rich Allende prose.
But with Pam and Paula, and Mattie and Ethan, Basil and Boy,
In celebration of Going Solo, on our Long Road to Freedom,
Where The Mayor of Casterbridge, Generations of Men,

And Men of Property have given us their Last Orders,

In front of The Fiftieth Gate,

And told us we must go Swann’s Way,

Not like Herbert, Who Loved Children,

Yet knew, never in front of The Visitors,

Down on the Momington Peninsula.

Seduced by Christmas and the mystery of Timelessness,
How easy itis to forget A Broken Appointment
With The French Mathematician, or with Olive,
And ‘the curious tint of her eye, like green ice’.
Yet remember we might, especially at Christmas,
That ‘happiness is but the occasional episode

In a general drama of pain’,

As we thrive on Cakes and Ale,

And throw away our wedding rings,

And ‘caress with feathered tenderness’

Our tattered girdle of vines, our Fringe of Leaves,
And feel the blunt Untouchable hand of a Ratbag,
We dare to meet but in dreams.

‘Time present, time future’ and Remembrance of Time Past,
Reminds us, it’s not The Colour of Water,

Nor the scattering of Angela’s Ashes that matters,

But when with Robert and Wilfred and Siegfried,

We say Goodbye to All That,

And greet the New Year with Alias Grace,

And Pam, in friendship and fun, with feeling and focus,
And So Forth ...

MODELS WANTED
Beth Matthews, who conducts the ART —EXPLORING THROUGH DRAWING course, is looking
for people to model for her art drawing class, usually only for one session. Sitters may be clothed,
although body tights or even the full Monty would be fine!

You can ring Beth on 9885 4692.



I PRESIDENT'S PAGE |

We had a good 14th Annual General Meeting in
April, with 163 members present enjoying a
splendid address by the historian, Professor
Stuart Macintyre. For the benefit of those who
did not attend, a précis of this address appears on
page 4 of this Newsletter.

The proposed alterations to the Rules of our
Association were approved at the meeting. A
copy of our amended ‘Aims and Rules’ will be
available from the office to any interested
member from mid-June. An attractive Certificate
of Honorary Life Membership was presented to
our current life members. The financial
statements and annual report were accepted by
the members. Gordon McIntyre was appointed
Auditor.

The following members were elected to the
Committee of Management for 1999:

Office bearers:
President Jean Giese
Secretary Derek Readman
Treasurer Philip Stanley
Committee:
Rae Alexander Ruth Muir
Ian Bransgrove =~ Pamela Rogers

Hans van Dorssen John Salvaris

Prue Ferguson Ron Taft
Geoff Guilfoyle  Helen Williams
Beverley Mclntyre

Judith Elsworth of the Hawthorn Community
Education Project is an ex-officio member of the
Committee. Our new minute secretary is Gwenda
Ancliffe. Other members who fulfil key roles in
our organisation, but who do not wish to

serve on the Committee, are:

Joan Donlon Course Co-ordinator,
including venue hire
Jill FitzGibbon Membership Secretary

Margaret Borden Office Manager

Members who have not paid their subscriptions
for 1999 will not receive a copy of this
Newsletter. Each year about 20% of our
members do not renew, though we find that
many rejoin in a year or two. The number of new
members joining this year roughly equals the
non-renewals. Our membership at the beginning
of May stood at 916.

The curriculum -for the Second Semester
accompanies this Newsletter. All the full-year
classes are continuing. Two new language
classes— Spanish for Beginners and Chinese 1
(Mandarin)—will be ongoing, and there are 17
shorter courses advertised. We have managed to
fit more people from the waiting lists into
classes; the practical art classes are the main ones
where we cannot accommodate everyone who
applies.

We would ask members who book for the
popular Saturday Series of lectures (numbers
are limited to 100 because of the size of the
lecture theatre that Swinburne University makes
available to us) to let the office know if they
subsequently find they are unable to attend. We
will then be able to give the next person who
enquires a place. It is disappointing for everyone
when we find we have empty chairs on the day,
knowing that we have told some who have
enquired that the theatre is booked out.

There is a lot of traffic in Wakefield Street and as
well there are raised islands designed to slow
vehicles. Three of our members have fallen over
these islands recently. We have spoken with
Boroondara’s traffic engineers and they are
looking at making some changes. In the mean-
time we urge members to take great care when
crossing. ‘

Jean Giese,
President

A MUSICAL NOTE FOR YOUR DIARY
Our Chamber Orchestra is planning a Spring Concert on Thursday 21 October at 10.30 a.m. in the

Chandelier Room, Hawthorn Town Hall.

Tuning in to the spirit of the International Year of Older People— ‘Australia: towards a society
for all ages’ —the soloist in Mozart’s Concerto in G for violin and orchestra will be the student son of
one of our players. The programme will also include Schubert’s Symphony no. 5
STOP PRESS: If the concert is as good as that on 20 May, we have something to look forward to!



HISTORY

This is a précis of the talk (regrettably much abridged) given by Professor Stuart Macintyre at our
Annual General Meeting on 14 April 1999. You can read the full copy in our office on request.

The teaching of history is regrettably a con-
tracting aspect of education in Australia. Other
‘non-commercial’ disciplines also report drying
up of funds and support, but perhaps history is
one of the most vital and least appreciated.

In 2001 Australians will celebrate the
centenary of our Commonwealth, but very few
Australians remember or understand the prin-
ciples of Federation. A recent survey showed that
most young Australians did not even know that
Australia has a constitution, an ignorance that
cripples the capacity to discuss issues of urgent
importance.

The Wik legislation was passed in 1998 in a
compromised form, to avoid an election which it
was thought would cause divisiveness in the
nation. However, the danger was magnified by
the general ignorance of the historical circum-
stances that gave rise to the Mabo and Wik
decisions.

Recently a group of returned servicemen tried
to gain acceptance of the idea that the Battle of
Milne Bay, an important part of the New Guinea
campaign, was of critical importance in the
saving of Australia; but Australian schoolchildren
learn nothing of this and similar events.

The neglect of our Nobel prizewinners in
scientific research is widespread —the names of
Florey, Braggs, Macfarlane Burnet are unknown
to our younger generations.

All States in Australia have declining numbers
of students who study history. Sadly, Victoria
lags behind other States—a majority of Victorian
schools do not even offer history at VCE level.

The previous nation-wide -curriculum has
given way to ‘individual choice’ of States and
schools even in the earlier, compulsory years of
schooling. History is now a shapeless part of a
‘key leamning area’ called Studies of Society and
Environment. This covers history, geography,
politics, legal studies, commercial and business
studies, etc. In practice, students are taught
isolated and disjointed fragments, and it is here
that we, the educators, are failing young
Australians.

The history departments of our universities
have joined in the general decline. Our older
universities’ history departments have shrunk by
roughly half, and many of the newer institutions
have no history department at all.

One of the main causes has been the emphasis
on ‘vocational’ training, even at tertiary level.
Here courses are encouraged which attract fee-
paying enrolments. Skills training takes pre-
cedence over general education. Even in
economics and commerce, the study of economic
history is rapidly declining, and the history of
science is also under pressure.

However, historians themselves are guilty of
helping the starving of teaching history and
learning about the past. Newer, more critical
approaches to history endeavour to assess the
events of the past in less chauvinistic ways. We
need only look at the way nations teach their own
history—the French and German versions about
World War 1, the Japanese version about World
War 2, the delicate balance trodden in some
southern states of the USA between evolutionary
and creationist issues. But note that in
Queensland the state government forbids the use
of ‘invasion’ in the Australian history course!

Over recent years there has been a move in
secondary teaching to ‘individual research’ by
students on the model of tertiary work, which
encourages students to select completely isolated
subjects for study. For example, the Depression
of the 1930s was studied via the memory of
grandparents, a very subjective basis. This
narrow view of history, while useful to future
specialists, is hardly broad enough for general
use.

However, New South Wales has given a lead:
history and geography have been reinstated as
‘proper’ subjects and all students in years 7-10
must complete 100 hours of history. They
consider both Aboriginal history and the impact
of British colonial settlement; they look at recent
Australian history and also at aspects of the
modem period outside Australia. The support of
teachers, students and parents is encouraging.

The claim that the neglect of history is due to
‘student choice’ is unfounded, as is the current
idea that our civilization no longer needs to look
at the past, that it has nothing to offer us because
our new world is so different.

‘History is an essential part of the
conversation with ourselves, and one in which all
should be able to participate. The custodians of
our schools and universities have a responsibility
to sustain it.’



‘A COUPLE OF COMPETITIONS

ADULT LITERARY COMPETITION
Moncrieff U3A North Gold Coast are running this competition, closing date 23 July 1999.

Section 1 Short story, U3a members only (up to 1000 words) $75/$50/$25
Section 2 Short story, open (up to 1000 words) $75/$50/$25
Section 3 Poetry, open (up to 50 lines, rhyming verse) $75/$50/$25

The entry form is available our office for photocopying.

U3A PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION

Bathurst U3A is holding this Australia-wide competition for financial U3A members, with a closing
date of 27 August 1999 and an entry fee of $3 per entry. The categories are:
A) A portrait-type photograph of an older person
B) An adventure photograph of an older person (sporting, unusual activity or place, etc.)
C) A photograph of an older person with a grandchild, young person or pet.
Prizes in each category are $100, $50, $25.
The entry form is available in our office for photocopying.

SATURDAY SERIES OF LECTURES

Details of the latest offerings in the series for the last Saturday in June, July and August are set
out in the accompanying sheet.

Members are asked to take particular note of the fact that the July ‘lecture’
is in fact a concert and that it will be held in the Hawthorn Town Hall.

The June and August lectures, which follow the usual format, will be held in the TAFE
lecture theatre TD 121, Swinburne, as in the past.

Members may bring only one visitor each with them and bookings are important. SO
GET YOUR BOOKING IN EARLY and keep your own record of it.

WISER DRIVER COURSE

Expressions of interest are invited from people wishing to join the Wiser Driver Course. This course
will run for four weeks commencing Wednesday 7 July 1999, from 10 a.m. to 12 noon. Classes will
be held at 24 Wakefield Street, and the cost of the course is $10.00.

Please address all enquiries to Judith Elsworth, telephone 9819 5771.

ANYONE FOR ADELAIDE?

One of our members would like another U3A member to share the driving and costs from Melbourne to
Adelaide on Wednesday 14 July (approximately) AND/OR from Adelaide to Melbourne on Sunday 8
August (approximately).

Contact Linnell Barelli on 9817 1756.

ATTENDING CLASSES AT WAKEFIELD ST_REET

There is a perennial difficulty in finding car parking space near ‘the House’. The amount of free
parking dwindles each year. The parking behind the Wakefield Street house is restricted to office staff
and tutors ON DUTY only.

Thanks to persistent lobbying by some of our members to the Boroondara Council, two parking
spaces in Frederick Street at the side of the house have been reserved for disabled drivers.

There is also a commercial parking station opposite 24 Wakefield Street, where the charge is still $3
all day. This could be a very inexpensive option if two or more members share the cost.

However, we urge you to use public transport (Glenferrie Station or the No. 69 tram along
Glenferrie Road) Better still if you can, walk to class, thus improving your health as well as exercising
your brain.



REPORT ON AUCKLAND U3A CONVERENCE

and NEW ZEALAND TOUR
Ronald Dolg

Following the success of the tour to Japan three years ago, it was hoped that a similar tour to New
Zealand might be arranged. This came to fruition because of the enthusiastic efforts of Joy Dent, the
Social Secretary of Chadstone U3A.

Most members of the tour went to the Tenth Anniversary meeting of New Zealand’s 46
campuses. The conference was opened by the Governor-General of New Zealand, Sir Michael Hardie
Boyes. Over the next four days a series of lectures was given in the morning, with discussion groups
or arranged outings in the afternoon. Topics mainly centred on change—in society, in law, in age
distribution, in education—but this was only a beginning. Other topics included Pacific literature,
directions in Asia, and many more. A tour of Auckland’s volcanoes with three guides—a quarryman,
an archaeologist and a geologist—was most interesting. One of the U3A members managed to arrange
a day’s sailing on the Soren Larsen, the sailing ship well known for its part in the television series, The
Onedin Line.

In the week before the conference we toured the North Island, and the South Island in the week
following. In the north, one of many highlights was a visit to the second largest Kauri tree (after a visit
to the Kauri museum), a tree marvellous to behold for its immense girth. On the final day in the south,
we drove up to the summit of the Alps and then travelled back to Christchurch by train; both journeys
were awe-inspiring. This day also saw our only rain, for which New Zealanders were grateful, as it
was the breaking of an unusually long drought.

Our thanks go to Joy Dent for organising the tour, and to our New Zgaland hosts for
informative and wide-ranging conference.

NEWS FROM ANOTHER CAMPUS

One of our members has taken from the Internet some material on a group in Outer London, the
Harrow U3A. Looking through this, it is remarkable how similar their activities and organisation are to
our own, given that most U3A groups are completely autonomous.

Harrow U3A is a registered charity, a member of the Third Age Trust and is affiliated to the
Harow Arts Council. This campus began only in June 1991, but alrcady-has-more than-800 members,
with nearly 60 study groups, many of which meet in members’ homes. Apart from these groups,
which look very similar to our own curriculum, they have a monthly general meeting with lectures by
invited guest speakers on a very wide range of topics.

They receive no direct funding from either central or local government; they are financially
independent and rely solely on members’ subscriptions for income. However, their membership fees
are both higher and lower than ours: £15 single, £27 for a couple, and £2 for those on DSS (income)

support.

HELP WITH COMPUTERS

The Office of Fair Trading and Business Affairs, part of the Justice Department of Victoria, has
available a very readable, sensible COMPUTER CHECKLIST, a guide to the buying of computers and
to some of the more common jargon that surrounds these beasts with an aura of mystery. For further
information and to obtain your own copy of this useful material, telephone the Office of Fair Trading
and Business Affairs on 9627 6111 or freecall 1800 634 389.

SEPTEMBER 1999 NEWSLETTER
Copy Deadline
All copy to the Editor by
WEDNESDAY 22 AUGUST please

Newsletter Editor Helen Williams (9818 5077)
Newsletter Despatch  Jean Staniey






