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A commitment to educational programmes for the older age group is part
of the future planning at Swinburne College. Speaking at the interim
Annual General Meeeting, Rob Carmichael, Senior Curriculum Development
Officer at Swinburne, said courses for welfare care-givers for this age
group are already in place; Swinburne has also applied for recurrent
funding for the co-ordinator (Judith Elsworth) at 24 wekefield Street, and
they see the College as continuing to supply resources and curriculum
expertise for U3A as an ongoing part of the College’s role in the wider
community.

Spesking of the need to gesr geners] educational programmes towards
research and development, Mr Carmichael said that by the year 2000 603
of Austrslia’s workforce would be employed in information technology
systems and what could be described as human services such as
communication, banking and insurance, many of which involve the use of
modern technology. Organisations will need to be prepared to take risks,
to be innovative, and skilled in industrial relations.

Although public sector spending on Educetion and Training is at an
acceptable level compared with other Western countries, Australia is way
behind in private sector spending in this field. With this scenario, Mr
Carmicheel believes that more changes for post compulsory education are
inevitable if we are going to redress the imbalance. This would lead to
greater accountability for the education dollar; more competition from the
private sector and fee for service charges.

On the more positive side, efforts are being made to develop a continuum
between secondary and tertiary education. To achieve this education and
training will need to be tackled in a co-operative fashion, and moves are
underway to develop a system whereby completed studies would be
acknowledged as convertible; that is, credits would be carried from
secondary to tertiary study (including TAFE). Swinburne is already talking
to local secondary schools in an attempt to arrange ways in which
students can gain credits, and in which courses can complement each other
through cross sectoral programmes.
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